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Chapter One 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. RATIONALE 

Regarding in political discourse, as Vukovic (2014) stated, 

politicians are in the process of showing their policies, their points of 

view and their “truth”. Through the utterance, the politicians express 

the degree of confidence and commitment to the truth of what they 

say. However, to attract the audience and persuade them as well as to 

express the degrees of truth, politicians have a set of linguistic 

devices which are classified in different ways in literature. 

The impact of a speech can be determined via the delivery 

style of the speaker. As a result, many famous speeches of US 

Presidents have become ideal material for many linguists to examine 

the linguistic characteristics of political discourses. 

The elected president will give his first official voice of his 

presidency after months of the campaign. While giving speeches, the 

President not only reads the prepared texts and discusses the main 

ideas by himself but also interacts with the crowd through eye 

contact, body language and language skills. 

The linguistic devices that express the connection and the 

dialogistic expansiveness between the speaker and the hearer help to 

increase the degree of interaction between the President and the people 

while talking about a topic. This allows the speaker to deliver the 

speech successfully and to get interaction efficiency at the same time. 

In this sense, the Appraisal Theory provides a framework that supports 

the researchers in dealing with the investigation into interesting 

characteristics of those devices in terms of their evaluative values. 

Appraisal Theory is a new approach in linguistic research, 



2 

which has been applied by a lot of linguists. Three main categories of 

the framework of Appraisal Theory are Attitude, Engagement and 

Graduation (Martin & White, 2005). 

With the awareness of these gaps in the literature of study on 

modality markers used in US. President’s speeches, the research will 

examine the modal markers that express the dialogistic expansiveness 

in US Presidents’ inauguration speeches in the perspective of 

Appraisal Theory. The study is expected to give information to help 

the learners understand the characteristics of modal markers which 

indicate the subjective attitude of the speaker and express the 

dialogistic expansiveness. 

1.2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

1.2.1. Aims 

The study aims to investigate the modal markers expressing 

the dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches to provide Vietnamese learners of English with practical 

knowledge concerning the evaluative aspects and the linguistic 

realizations of these modal markers. 

1.2.2. Objectives 

- To identify the syntactic structures of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches 

- To point out the semantic values of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches  

- To find out the pragmatic functions of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches 
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1.3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

1. What are the syntactic features of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches? 

2. What are the semantic features of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches in perspective of Appraisal Theory? 

3. What are the pragmatic features of modal markers 

expressing dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches? 

1.4. SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

This study aims to focus on examining the in terms of 

syntactic, semantic and pragmatic features of modal markers 

expressing the dialogistic expansiveness in US Presidents’ 

inauguration speeches in term of Appraisal Theory. 

The study will not investigate the prosodic features of the 

utterances containing modal markers. 

1.5. SIGNIFICANT OF THE STUDY 

The research would be a contribution to the teaching and 

learning English, especially helping language users have a better 

insight into the linguistic features. In addition, the findings of the 

research would provide learners with knowledge or understanding 

about the US Presidents’ speeches. Finally, the study would help 

learners aware of and use a series of words to express the dialogistic 

expansiveness and remind them to take notice the use of words in US 

Presidents’ speeches. 

1.6. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

Chapter 1: Introduction  
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Chapter 2: Literature Review and Theoretical Background 

Chapter 3: Research Methods 

Chapter 4: Findings and Discussions  

Chapter 5: Conclusion and Implications 

Chapter Two 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

AND THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1. LITERATURE REVIEW 

In “The style of political speeches: problems in existing 

methods” by Maarten van Leeuwen, Department of Dutch Language 

and Culture, Leiden University, The Netherlands (2009), the paper 

gives an overview of the main traditions in which speeches are an 

important object of study, the way style is analyzed within these 

approaches, and the role of style in Rhetorical Criticism and Critical 

Discourse Analysis. 

Milica Vukovic (2014) published his study of “strong” 

epistemic modality on a corpus taken from a parliamentary budget 

debate conducted in the UK House of Commons in 2010 in his 

research article “Strong epistemic modality in parliamentary 

discourse”. The paper is an attempt to systematically present 

linguistic devices expressing strong epistemic modality, having in 

mind that these are essential and omnipresent in politics. 

Dialogistic expansiveness is also mentioned in the study of 

Jana Kozubíková Šandová (2015). The author examines the linguistic 

means of intersubjective positioning used in the genre of interview, 

which is typically connected with establishing speaker’s identity and 

position. Both categories of Expansion, namely Entertain and 

Attribute are represented in the analyzed interviews but with a 
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different occurrence. Entertain is much more frequent, while 

Attribute is not used much by both politicians and economists. 

2.2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.2.1. Systemic Functional Grammar 

Systemic Functional Grammar is a model of grammar 

developed by Michael Halliday in the 1960s. Halliday (1978) states 

that linguistics is the study of how people exchange meanings 

through the use of language. While using language, the 

speaker/writer has a set of options, and they choose the most suitable 

form to express the meaning in a particular situation. 

Halliday divided the grammar of language into three 

metafunctions. These metafunctions are named as ideational, 

interpersonal and textual. These metafunctions have equal importance 

in creating meaning and have closed relation to each other. 

2.2.2. Appraisal Theory 

The Appraisal Theory is concerned with the interpersonal 

meaning in language use, for example in what way speakers/writers 

negotiate feelings with one another, or how certain attitudes are 

expressed in a speech/written text. The strength of the Appraisal 

system is in its account for the nature of the complementarity 

between the ‘inter’ and ‘personal’ foci in spoken dialogue. 

Three broad areas of language use are considered within the 

system of Appraisal: Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation. 

2.2.3. Engagement 

In Martin’s work (2003) on Appraisal system in English, he 

worked on the concept of engagement that “indicates the speaker’s 

degree of commitment to the appraisal being expressed”. Martin and 

White (2005) identified with Stubb’s (1996) view that “whenever 
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speakers, or writers say anything, they encode their point of view 

towards it”. 

The Engagement system can be divided as monoglossia (single 

voice) and heteroglossia (multiple voices). The heteglossic resources can 

be divided into two sub-types based on their intersubjective 

functionality: dialogic expansion and dialogic contraction. 

2.2.3.1. Entertain 

Entertain is the dialogic expansion of modality and 

evidentiality.  According to Martin & White (2005), Entertain 

resources are determined as “those wordings by which the authorial 

voice indicates that its position is but one of a number of possible 

positions and thereby, to greater or lesser degrees, makes dialogic 

space of those possibilities”. 

Specific meanings involved in this category are classified 

and realized through typical signals. They are meaning of likelihood, 

meanings of evidence and appearance, and expressions of deontic 

modality. 

2.2.3.2. Attributions 

 This category is recognized through the grammar of directly 

and indirectly reported sentences. Some mental process verbs like 

‘believe’ appear in both this category and Entertain; however, the 

confusion can be released when regarding the context, the entertain 

values present the internal voice of speaker/writer (I believe), 

meanwhile attribution values display the external voice (Thomas 

Jefferson believed). 

The category contains two sub-categories: 

+ Acknowledge 

+ Distance 
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2.2.4. Modality 

In general, from the linguists’ viewpoints, the notions of 

modality are not different. Modality is understood as a semantic 

category associated with the speaker’s attitude or opinion about what is 

said. 

Four types of modality are distinguished by Von Wright, 

namely epistemic, deontic and existential  

2.2.4.1. Epistemic modality 

Several conflicting definitions of epistemic modality are 

given to this semantic area of knowledge. Lyon (1977: 797) claims: 

“An utterance in which the speaker explicitly qualifies his 

commitment to the truth of the proposition expressed by the sentence 

he utters…” Palmer (1986: 51) considers epistemic modality as an 

“indication” by the speaker of his lack of commitment to the truth of 

the proposition expressed and “as the degree of commitment by the 

speaker to what he say”. 

2.2.4.2. Deontic modality 

Deontic modality does not deal with the “truth” as epistemic 

modality. As Lyons (1977: 793) states: “Deontic modality is 

concerned with the necessity or possibility of acts performed by 

morally responsible agent.” 

Deontic modality consists two basic categories: obligation 

and permission. 

2.2.4.3. Modal markers 

As Ignacio Vázquez and Diana Giner (2008) state in their 

study, the term “modality marker" refers to linguistic elements, 

whose main function is the qualification of the writer’s commitment 
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(boosters) or lack of commitment (hedges) to the truth of the 

proposition. 

2.2.5. Political speech 

According to the Supreme Court, speech deals with matters 

of public concern when it can ‘be fairly considered as relating to any 

matter of political, social, or other concern to the community’ 

(Snyder v. Phelps). 

Political speech is considered as a type of public speaking 

since it meets the two major criteria that it is a kind of 

communication in which one person gives a speech to others and 

most often in public setting. 

2.2.6. Theory of Politeness 

Brown and Levinson (1978) present that politeness theory 

has since expanded academia’s perception of politeness. Held (2005: 

134) notes that politeness may be understood as a specific type of 

linguistic structure, which “expresses the speaker´s attitude and are 

thus not explicable by semantic, but rather by pragmatic means”.  

Acts that threaten someone’s face are called face threatening 

acts (FTA). There are certain strategies to minimize the threat. Brown 

and Levinson listed four main types of politeness strategies. 

- On-record strategy 

- Off record strategy 

- Negative politeness strategy 

- Positive politeness strategy 

2.3. SUMMARY 

Though the taxonomy of this sematic phenomenon may cover 

a wide range of modality types, I just focus on two main types: 

epistemic and deontic modality. The analysis of modal markers will be 
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examined the descriptive framework of Appraisal Theory by Martin 

the theory where the semantic roles of modal markers will be taken 

into consideration in dialogistic expansiveness in the political speeches 

by US Presidents. The motivation for using modal markers in US 

President’s speeches will also be explained in Politeness theory. 

 

Chapter Three 

RESEARCH METHODS 

3.1. SEARCH DESIGN  

- The descriptive method was used to recognize and identify 

the key words to be studied, then to select the appropriate samples 

and finally to collect valid and reliable data. 

- The qualitative technique was applied in specifying the 

linguistic features of US Presidents’ speeches in terms of Appraisal 

Theory 

- The quantitative technique was used to calculate the 

frequency of modal markers appeared in the collected data. 

3.2. DATA COLLECTION 

3.2.1. Sampling 

The study aims to identify and collect the instances of modal 

markers that stated in the working definition of the research. 

These modal markers can be the ones from Entertain 

categories, such as auxiliaries, lexical verbs, nouns, adjectives and 

adverbs; or the Attribution devices like mental verbs, reporting verbs, 

adjunct “according to” and ‘scare’ quotes that are fixed the working 

definition of the study. 

3.2.2. Data description 

The data used for analysis was taken from the inauguration 
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speeches of US Presidents, The size and synchronic range of 

transcribed speeches were expected to be adequate for the description 

and structural analysis of modal markers that the Presidents used in 

their speeches. The collected speeches were all selected among the 

inauguration speeches to meet my setup criteria for the purpose of 

investigating modality markers used by the US Presidents. 

3.2.3. Procedure of Data Collection 

- Identifying the suitable data is the one involving modal 

markers 

- Deciding the source of data is US Presidents’ inauguration 

speeches 

- Picking the source of data by using Google search engine 

- Colleting necessary samples 

- Identifying different syntactic realizations of modal 

markers in the view of Functional Grammar 

- Investigating the semantic features of modal markers in the 

view of Appraisal theory 

- Discussing the pragmatic features of modal markers  

3.2.4. Data Analysis 

The qualitative approaches were concerned with semantic 

interpretation of modal markers and patterns, analyzing meanings 

that a modal marker could express in different contexts of 

inauguration speeches. 

The quantitative technique is applied to calculate the frequent 

occurrence of modal markers that describe the distributions of each 

kind of modal markers. 

3.3. RELIABLITY AND VALIDITY 

The patterns from the data collection were always compared 
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with the results from the theoretical background to maintain the 

quality of the research. On top of that, only linguistic manifestations 

that are found to match the characteristics of modal markers are 

selected as samples for the analysis. 

Besides, the data selected in the criteria set up on the basis of 

mentioned theories and a descriptive framework of the study. The 

criteria to examine linguistic features of applied modal markers were 

based on the syntactic, semantic and pragmatic background. Finally, 

the investigation of the data followed the principles in the theoretical 

background presented in chapter two to guarantee the reliability and 

validity of the research. 

3.4. SUMMARY 

This chapter present research methodology and the ways to 

collect data including how to get samples and procedure of data 

collection. In addition, the ways to analyze data and reliability and 

validity of the thesis are also mentioned in chapter three. 

 

Chapter Four 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

4.1. SYNTACTIC FEATURES OF MODAL MARKERS 

EXPRESSING THE DIALOGISTIC EXPANSIVENESS USED 

IN US PRESIDENT’S INAUGURATION SPEECHES 

4.1.1. Modal auxiliaries 

Table 4.1: Frequency of occurrences of Modal auxiliaries 

in the Inauguration speeches 

No. Maux Number Percentage 

1 Can 458 15.90% 

2 Could 57 1.98% 
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No. Maux Number Percentage 

3 May 292 10.14% 

4 Might 63 2.19% 

5 Must 364 12.63% 

6 Shall 304 10.55% 

7 Should 320 11.11% 

8 Will 816 28.32% 

9 Would 207 7.19% 

 Total 2881 100% 

4.1.2. Modal lexical verbs 

Table 4.2: The frequency of occurrences of Modal lexical verbs 

in the Inauguration speeches 

No. Mlex Number Percentage 

1 Think 12 7.10% 

2 Believe 56 33.14% 

3 Hope 22 13.02% 

4 Trust 9 5.33% 

5 Seem 11 6.51% 

6 Appear 6 3.55% 

7 Conceive 3 1.78% 

8 Doubt 6 3.55% 

9 Convince 5 2.96% 

10 Know 39 23.08% 

 Total 169 100% 
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4.1.3. Modal nouns 

Table 4.3: The frequency of occurrences of Modal nouns 

in the Inauguration speeches 

No. Noun Number Percentage 

1 Opinion 2 40% 

2 Case 2 40% 

3 Truth 1 20% 

 Total 5 100% 

 

4.1.4. Modal adjectives 

Table 4.4: The frequency of occurrences of Modal adjectives 

in the Inauguration speeches 

No. Madj Number Percentage 

1 Possible 2 11.11% 

2 Sure 5 27.78% 

3 Certain 3 16.67% 

4 Obvious 2 11.11% 

5 Clear 6 33.33% 

 Total 18 100% 
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4.1.5. Modal adverbs 

Table 4.5: The frequency of occurrences of Modal adverbs 

in the Inauguration speeches 

No. Madv Number Percentage 

1 Perhaps 23 45.10% 

2 Obviously 1 1.96% 

3 Probably 5 9.80% 

4 Definitely 2 3.92% 

5 Surely 20 39.22% 

 Total 51 100% 

 

Table 4.6: The syntactic position of modal markers 

in Inauguration speeches 

Category 
Position 

I M1 M2 F 

Maux - + - - 

Mlex + + - + 

Madv + + + - 

Madj + - - - 

Mn + - - - 
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Table 4.7: The typical grammatical patterns of modal markers 

in Inauguration speeches 

Modal 

markers 
Syntactic pattern 

Examples of 

Modal markers 

Modal Noun In my Mn + P opinion, case 

Modal 

Adjective 

It + be + Madj + that P obvious 

I + be + Madj  that P sure 

Modal Adverb 
Madv + P / P + Madv obviously 

Madv inserted within  P perhaps 

Modal  

Auxiliary verb 
Subj +  Maux  + V must, may, will… 

Modal Lexical  

verb 
Sub + Mlex + (that) P think, know… 

corpus Lexical 

verb 
P  +  I  +  Mlex believe, trust 

corpus Lexical 

verb 
It + Mlex + that P appear 

corpus Lexical 

verb 
It + be + Mlex(pass) + that hope 

 

Table 4.8: The frequency of occurrences of modal markers 

in Inauguration speeches 

No. Modal markers Number Percentage 

1 Modal noun 5 0.16% 

2 Modal adjective 18 0.58% 

3 Modal adverb 51 1.63% 

4 Modal auxiliary verb 2881 92.22% 

5 Modal lexical verb 169 5.41% 

 Total 3124 100% 
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4.2. SEMANTICS CHARACTERISTICS OF MODALITY 

MARKERS EXPRESSING THE DIALOGISTIC 

EXPANSIVENESS USED IN US PRESIDENT’S 

INAUGURATION SPEECHES 

4.2.1. Entertain 

4.2.1.1 Features of Entertain 

Table 4.9: Summary of semantic features of Entertain modal markers 

 Modal markers Expression Examples 

Strong 

modal 

markers 

Will, must, 

definitely, clear, 

clearly, certain, 

obviously, sure, 

surely, believe, 

trust, know 

The President 

is sure that P 

is valid 

…it is 

unquestionably 

certain that the 

ultimate operation 

of the entire system 

has been to 

strengthen all the 

existing 

institutions… 

Weak 

modal 

markers 

May, might, 

possible, 

should, perhaps, 

think, probably 

The President 

is not 

confident that 

P is valid 

A more interesting 

spectacle was 

perhaps never seen 

than is exhibited… 

 

4.2.1.2 The modality of permission and obligation 

Table 4.10: Semantic features of Entertain modal markers in term of 

deontic modality 

Deontic 

modality 

Manifesta-

tion 
Expression Examples 

Permission 
may, can, 

could, might 

lack of 

obligation 
/ 
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Deontic 

modality 

Manifesta-

tion 
Expression Examples 

Obligation must, should 
Indication of 
the speaker’s 
imposition 

- …you must 
sustain me 
by your 
strength 
 

- …it is 
proper you 
should 
understand 
what I deem 
the essential 
principles of 
our 
Government
… 

4.2.2. Attribution 

4.2.2.1. Acknowledge 

4.2.2.2. Distance 

Table 4.11: Semantic features of Attribute 

Attribute Manifestation Expression Examples 

Acknowledge 

say, report, 
state, believe, 

think, 

according to 

present 
external 
voice/the 

other 
believes 

- Thomas 
Jefferson 
believed that 
to preserve the 
very 
foundations of 
our Nation… 

Distance 
claim, 

‘scare’ quotes 

decreasing 
to take 

responsibilit
y for the 

proposition 

- …the 
Government 
claimed no 
right to do 
more… 

- …citizens of 
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Attribute Manifestation Expression Examples 

any of our 
States who 
have dreamed 
'of their 
subjects' … 

‘hearsay’ 
it is said that… 

 

reducing the 
responsibilit

y for the 
validity 

- It has been 
said that 
unsettled 
questions…  

4.3. PRAGMATIC CHARACTERISTICS OF MODAL MARKERS 

EXPRESSING THE DIALOGISTIC EXPANSIVENESS USED IN US 

PRESIDENT’S INAUGURATION SPEECHES 

4.3.1. Speaker-oriented messages 

Table 4.12: Patterns and implications in Speaker-oriented messages 

 Pattern Examples Implication 

Strong 

modal 

markers 

I + Mlex + that I trust that 
I verify that P is 

true 
 I know that 

I + be + Madj I am sure 

I + be + 

Mlex(pass) 

I am strongly 

convinced 

I verify that P is 

true to my 

knowledge 

I + strong 

Maux 
I will 

I verify that P is 

likely to be true in 

a certain 

circumstance 
 I shall 

Weak 

modal 

markers 

I + Mlex I think 

I verify that P is 

less likely to be 

true in a certain 

circumstance 

It seems to me 

that + … 

It has always 

seemed to me… 

P is my 

assumption 
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4.3.2 Hearer-oriented Messages 

Table 4.13: Patterns and implications in Hearer-oriented messages 

 Pattern Examples Implication 

Strong 

modal 

markers 

2
nd

 personal subject 

+ strong Maux 

You must It is your duty 

You will 

You are involved 

in thing mentioned 

in P 

1
st
 plural personal 

subject + strong 

Maux 

We must 
It is your and my 

obligation 

We will 

You and I are 

involved in thing 

mentioned in P 

Weak 

modal 

markers 

2
nd

 personal subject 

+ weak Maux 

You can It is your ability / 

permission You may 

1
st
 plural personal 

subject + weak 

Maux 

We may 

It is your and my 

ability / permission 
We can 

We should 

4.3.3 Content-oriented Messages 

Table 4.14: Patterns and implications in Content-oriented messages 

 Pattern Examples Implication 

Strong 

modal 

markers 

Madv + P 
- Surely 

civilization is 

old enough 

I verify that P is 

true in a certain 

circumstance 

It + be + 

Madj + that 

- …it is obvious 

that other 

powerful 

I verify that P is 

impossible to be 

true in a certain 
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 Pattern Examples Implication 

causes… circumstance 

Subj + be + 

strong Madj 

+ that 

- …the fact is 

clear that in the 

progress of 

events… 

I verify that P is 

true  

It + be + 

strong Mlex-

pass + 

that… 

- It is confidently 

believed that 

our system may 

be safely…  

I verify that P is 

highly to be true 

in a certain 

circumstance 

Weak 

modal 

markers 

Madv 

inserted 

within P 

- The 

circumstances 

were, perhaps, 

in no respect 

extraordinary 

save…  

I verify that P is 

less likely to be 

true in a certain 

circumstance 

Subj + weak 

Mlex 

- …since it seems 

that in no other 

way we can…  

I verify that P is 

less likely to be 

true in a certain 

circumstance 

Subj + weak 

Maux 

- …the means by 

which 

government may 

be put at… 

I verify that P is 

less likely to be 

true in a certain 

circumstance 

It + be + 

Mlex-pass + 

that… 

- It has been said 

that unsettled 

questions have 

no pity for the 

repose of 

nations. 

P is transmitted 

by an indefinite 

source 
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4.4. SUMMARY 

This chapter has present the syntactic, semantic and 

pragmatic characteristics of Modal markers expressing the 

dialogistical expansiveness used in the Inauguration speeches of US 

Presidents such as the syntactic position in clausal structure, the 

features of Entertain and Attribute and how the messages are 

transferred in speaker, hearer and content orientations. 

 

Chapter Five 

CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 

5.1. CONCLUSION 

In brief, here are the conclusion from the analysis of 

modality markers in inauguration speeches of US Presidents. 

In term of syntax, Maux are the devices that their positions 

are fixed right before a lexical verb or at the initial position in a 

question, meanwhile the positions of other kinds of modal marker are 

more flexible. Mlex, Mn, Madj and Madv can be found at the initial, 

medium and rarely at final positions in the clausal structure. The 

Maux are used with the highest rate, and Mn are the least favorite 

devices in the speeches. The data analysis shows that a wide range of 

modal markers with a variety of linguistic structures expressing the 

dialogistic expansiveness were employed by the US presidents. 

Semantically, modal markers expressing both Entertain and 

Attribute wordings were employed in the speeches which created the 

spaces for alternative voices; however, the contribution of Entertain 

is much more frequent than Attribute. 

Within the subcategory of Entertain, the weak modal markers 

were found sometimes to be applied in order to mark the recognition 
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that there were someone who may not exactly share the President’s 

view on the matter, and he intended to make space for the hearers 

who may agree with him and for the ones who may reject his view. 

On the other hand, despite of combining the low intensive modal 

markers, the President can still substantially maintains his concrete 

proposition, which is expressed when a mental verb projection is 

applied, such as “I think”, “I believe”… Besides, rhetorical questions 

were considered as crucial means to emphasize the meaning 

contained in his utterances. 

There are no instances using the form of permission in the 

corpus, but some instances of Maux “must” used to manifest of 

obligation which may help the President officially state his desire 

were found in the speeches. 

Regarding Attribute, modal markers with the subcategory 

Acknowledge locutions do not bring any obvious indications to 

where the authorial voice stand with respect to the proposition. With 

modal markers, the propositions in US Presidents’ speeches were 

found to associate with external voices, and to present the Presidents’ 

voices as engaging interactively with those audience’s voices. In the 

sub-category Distance, using ‘scare’ quotes helps to separate the 

Presidents from responsibility for the reliability of what is presented 

and enlarges the space for the dialogistic alternatives. Moreover, 

some ‘hearsay’ utterances, which are able to reduce the President’s 

responsibility for the proposition, are also applied in the speeches. 

Pragmatically, the President’s messages are transferred 

through a specific pragmatic dimension in a multi-facet interaction: 

speaker-oriented, hearer-oriented and content-oriented. 
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The combination of the first personal pronoun and strong 

modal markers with high scale of certainty makes a strong state with 

high engagement. The pattern also appears frequently to indicate the 

President’s commitment and responsibility for his country. To refer 

to the less confidence about the proposition of the utterances, the 

Presidents were found to combine the first personal pronoun with the 

weaker modal markers like Mlex “think” or some impersonalized 

patterns with “It” as subject to express the less confidence. 

The use of second personal pronoun “you” in a few 

utterances employing modal markers and “we” in most of instances 

decreases the distance between the Presidents and the people as well 

as creates a promising image for the President that helps him to have 

a connection with the people, and to influence the people more 

effectively with a signal of solidarity as viewed in positive politeness 

strategy. 

In case the validity of the information is suspected, the first 

pronoun is removed, so that the President can hide himself behind the 

claim. He can give the information without worrying about the 

responsibility for the messages since only the truth of the content 

attracts the people’s attention at the current moment. The 

propositions are sent to the audience with high engagement that 

makes the message become more reliable. 

5.2. IMPLICATIONS 

5.2.1. To teachers 

 5.2.2. To students 

5.3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The study only examines some certain aspects of modal 

markers which express the dialogistic expansiveness. Moreover, the 
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short of instances containing the manifestations of permission in 

deontic modality and the low frequent occurrence of modal nouns 

make it restricted to study these devices. Even though the 

Inauguration speeches are made at different points of time, the study 

does not raise and discuss any external elements like society and 

culture that may change the way the President gives his speech. 

5.4. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCHERS 

There are still issues the further research can discuss: 

- The occurrence and interaction between different types of 

modal markers in the same clause. 

- The further effects of persuasiveness of the messages using 

modal markers in the inauguration speeches. 

 


