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A B S T R A C T 

 
A great migration of human beings is triggered by a social phenomenon called 

urbanization, which brought peasants from distant villages to work in and for the 

metropolises. However, most of the time these peasant-workers cannot afford to live in 

the metropolises. Therefore, there create a special kind of urban, sometimes suburban, 

places and communities for new arrivals from distant villages to stay and live, 

temporarily or permanently, in which places we called “arrival cities,” or, in a notorious 

term, shantytowns. According to Doug Sanders, the existence of arrivals cities is vital to 

the development of nearby metropolis. Arrival cities are the places where newcomers 

who coming from villages try to establish new lives, to integrate themselves socially 

and economically and to find a basic and lasting berth in the city for themselves and 

their children. However, in some countries, included Vietnam, the local authority has 

misunderstood about the reason of urbanization and the function of arrival cities; 

therefore, they executed several policies, which actually withheld the development of 

urban economic.  In order to differentiate slums and arrival cities, and to understand the 

contribution that arrival cities made to the growth of metropolis, further studies on 

arrival cities are extremely necessary. This research examines the urban theory of 

arrival cities, argues that a well-functional arrival city will serve several generations of 

arrivals and produce multiplying benefits among both urban and rural poor communities. 

This research examines two Vietnamese cities, Hanoi and Hochiminh, under this scope, 

and aims to indicate main problems in building Vietnamese migration cities. Thereby, 

the study finds out the suitable concepts, structures and mechanisms for building 

migration cities and applies them into the practical condition in Vietnam.  
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 iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to my advisor 

Professor Yi-Chih Huang for his expert, sincere and valuable guidance. Without his 

support, this study would not have been completed in the way it is. I also would like to 

thank to the members of the committee, Professor Yin-Hao Chiu and Professor Wann-

Ming Wey for their valuable suggestions for my thesis. 

Besides that, I take this opportunity to deliver my thanks to all the professors and 

member of staffs at Department of Architecture and Urban Design, Chinese Culture 

University who have lent their helping hands in advising and assisting me throughout 

the time I doing this thesis. 

Moreover, I would like to extend my sincerely thanks for Chinese Culture 

University for my scholarship and special thanks to every staffs at Office of 

International Affairs who friendly share their experience and assistant during my stay in 

Taiwan.  

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for my mother, my father, my 

brother and my fiancé who are my strength and my motivation. They have stayed beside 

me days by days to help me overcome difficulties in the life and encourage me to 

pursuit the master degree. 

Last but not least, I would like to say thank you to all of my lovely friends in 

Taiwan, and my roommates who never leave me alone whenever I need helps. From 

them I felt the real meaning of friendship and the warm life in Taiwan.   

Tran Thi Hoang Giang 

30 June 2014 

 

 



 v 

CONTENT 

A B S T R A C T ......................................................................................................... iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................................ iv 

LIST OF FIGURE ..................................................................................................... viii 

LIST OF TABLE .......................................................................................................... x 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................... 1 

1.1. Research Background ......................................................................................... 1 

1.1.1. Vietnam - geography, population and economy ........................................... 1 

1.1.2. The migration movement in Vietnam and problems in urban planning 

policies ................................................................................................................. 6 

1.2. Research objective .............................................................................................. 8 

1.3. Research structure .............................................................................................. 8 

1.4. Literature review ................................................................................................ 9 

1.5. Methodology .................................................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER 2 THE THEORETICAL DEFINITION AND CONCEPT OF ARRIVAL 

CITY ........................................................................................................................... 13 

2.1. The definition of arrival city ............................................................................. 13 

2.1.1. Pull and push factors ................................................................................. 13 

2.1.2. Characteristics of the arrivals and their settlements .................................... 14 

2.1.3. Distinction between arrival-city enclaves with slums ................................. 16 

2.1.4. Arrival city, a place of transition ................................................................ 19 

2.2. The concept of arrival city ................................................................................ 21 

2.2.1. Arrival city - a sustainable solution for urban planning .............................. 21 

2.2.2. Arrival city - a gateway of migrants into the city life ................................. 23 

2.3. The function of arrival city ............................................................................... 24 

2.4. Summary .......................................................................................................... 27 

CHAPTER THREE ARRIVAL CITIES IN VIETNAM - CURRENT POLICIES IN 

PLANNING ARRIVAL CITIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES ................................... 28 

3.1. Background of migration process in Vietnam ................................................... 28 

3.1.1. Historical development of migration in Vietnam........................................ 29 

3.1.2. Characteristics of migration process in Vietnam ........................................ 31 



 vi 

3.1.2.1. Scale and direction ........................................................................... 32 

3.1.2.2 Remittances...................................................................................... 37 

3.2. Migration policies in relate governmental institutions ....................................... 37 

3.3. Livelihood of migrants in the rural - the root cause of migration ....................... 39 

3.4. The image of migration cities in Vietnam ......................................................... 40 

3.4.1. The image of Binh Chanh Distric, Hochiminh city - the choice of migrant 

workers ............................................................................................................... 41 

3.4.2. The image of slums inner Hanoi capital ..................................................... 44 

3.5. Current policies in planning arrival cities of local authorities ............................ 47 

3.5.1. The viewpoint about the household registration system ............................. 47 

3.5.2. Urban renewal projects .............................................................................. 48 

3.6. Summary .......................................................................................................... 49 

CHAPTER 4 THE FUTURE OF ARRIVAL CITIES IN VIETNAM .......................... 51 

4.1. The concept of arrival cities in Vietnam............................................................ 51 

4.1.1. Arrival cities and population policies in Vietnam ................................... 51 

4.1.2. Arrival city - the key factor of urbanization and industrialization in Vietnam

 ........................................................................................................................... 52 

4.1.3. Arrival city - an important economic community ....................................... 53 

4.1.4. The model of Vietnamese arrival cities in future ........................................ 55 

4.2. Structure of arrival cities in Vietnam ................................................................ 56 

4.2.1. Superstructure ........................................................................................... 56 

4.2.1.1. Culture ............................................................................................ 57 

4.2.1.2. State ideology .................................................................................. 57 

4.2.2. Infrastructure ............................................................................................. 58 

4.2.2.1. Suggestions for the infrastructure system in Vietnamese arrival cities .... 58 

4.2.2.2. The infrastructure system in Hanoi..................................................... 61 

4.2.2.3. The infrastructure in Hochiminh ........................................................ 64 

4.3. Mechanisms for the development of  arrival cities in Vietnam .......................... 67 

4.3.1. Social protection and the role of associations ............................................. 67 

4.3.2. Ownership and housing policies ................................................................ 70 

4.4. Summary .......................................................................................................... 72 

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION ..................................................................................... 73 



 vii 

5.1. Conclusion ....................................................................................................... 73 

5.2. Contribution ..................................................................................................... 74 

5.3. Limitations and further study ............................................................................ 75 

5.3.1. Limitations ................................................................................................ 75 

5.3.2. Further study ............................................................................................. 76 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................... 77 

 

 



 viii 

LIST OF FIGURE 

Figure 1-1 Regions of Vietnam ............................................................................... 2 

Figure 1-2 Geographical characteristics of Vietnam .................................................. 2 

Figure 1-3 Population distribution map in Vietnam ................................................... 3 

Figure 1-4 Total, rural and urban population growth rates in Vietnam for 1990-2003 .... 5 

Figure 1-5 Population pyramid of Vietnam, 1989 ...................................................... 5 

Figure 1-6 Major inter-regional migration flows: Vietnam, 1994–1999 ....................... 7 

Figure 1-7 The methodology of thesis .................................................................... 12 

Figure 2-1 Motivations of migration ...................................................................... 14 

Figure 2-2 The life in slums .................................................................................. 17 

Figure 2-3 The life in one of arrival cities in Vietnam .............................................. 17 

Figure 2-4 Slums nearby metropolis, a part of city .................................................. 19 

Figure 2-5 Arrival city, a place of transition ........................................................... 20 

Figure 2-6 The concept of arrival cities .................................................................. 23 

Figure 3-1 The map of inter-provincial in-migration rate in Vietnam (1994-1999) ...... 33 

Figure 3-2 The map of inter-provincial in-migration rate in Vietnam (1994-1999) ...... 34 

Figure 3-3 Age specific migration rate of migration stream (1994-1999) ................... 35 

Figure 3-4 Age specific migration rate of migration stream by sex (1994-1999) ......... 35 

Figure 3-5 Sex ratio by age and migration type: 1984-1989 and 1994-1999 ............... 36 

Figure 3-6 The administrative structure with regard to migration in Vietnam ............. 39 

Figure 3-7 The map of Binh Chanh District and city center in Hochiminh city ........... 42 

Figure 3-8 The image of a arrival city in Binh Chanh District, Hochiminh city ........... 43 

Figure 3-9 The image of a slum in Hanoi city ......................................................... 45 

Figure 3-10 The image of temporary hamlets under Long Bien Bridge, Hanoi city ..... 47 

Figure 4.1 The distribution of arrival cities in Vietnam ............................................ 55 

Figure 4.2 The model of Vietnamese arrival cities in future ...................................... 56 

Figure 4-3 The diagram of grid for arrival cities ...................................................... 59 

Figure 4-4 The map of Hanoi city .......................................................................... 63 

Figure 4-5 The image of a slum in Ba Dinh district ................................................. 64 

Figure 4-6 The map of Hochiminh city .................................................................. 65 



 ix 

Figure 4-7 The map of land use planning in Tan Phu industrial zone ......................... 66 

Figure 4-8 Bus routes in Tan Phu industrial zone .................................................... 66 

 



 x 

LIST OF TABLE 

Table 3-1 Percentage distribution of type of migration by sex ........................... 32 


