
!

!

!

!

A Dynamic Usage-Based Approach: 

Using Video Segments in teaching 

Listening skill 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huynh Thi Thu Nguyet 
S2432935 

 

 

MA in Applied Linguistics 

Faculty of Liberal Arts 

University of Groningen 

 

Supervisors:   

Marjolijn Verspoor, PhD  

Nguyen Thi Phuong Hong, PhD 

 

 

Date of completion: August, 2015 
!



! "!

Table of Contents 

Acknowledgements ....................................................................................................................... 3!

Abstract .......................................................................................................................................... 4!

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 5!

CHAPTER 2  LITERATURE REVIEW .................................................................................... 8!
2.1 Theoretical background ......................................................................................................... 8!

"#$#$!%&'!()**+,-./0-1'!2/,3+/3'!4556)/.&!##################################################################################################!7!
"#$#"!89,/*-.!:9;0'*!%&')69!####################################################################################################################################!<!
"#$#=!4!89,/*-.!>;/3'?@/;'A!4556)/.&!############################################################################################################!$"!

2.2. Previous studies .................................................................................................................... 15!

CHAPTER 3  THE STUDY ....................................................................................................... 20!

3.1. Statement of purpose ........................................................................................................... 20!
3.2. Method .................................................................................................................................. 20!

=#"#$!:+BC'.0;!##################################################################################################################################################################!"D!
=#"#"!E/0'6-/F;!################################################################################################################################################################!"$!
=#"#=!G6).'A+6';!###########################################################################################################################################################!""!
=#"#H#!8';-3,!/,A!4,/F9;';!#######################################################################################################################################!"I!

CHAPTER 4 THE RESULTS ................................................................................................... 28!
4.1 The initial English proficiency ............................................................................................. 28!

H#$#$!G6'?0';0!)J!2-;0',-,3!;K-FF!###############################################################################################################################!"7!
H#$#"#!G6'?0';0!)J!0&'!)0&'6!;K-FF;!L:5'/K-,3M!N'/A-,3!/,A!O6-0-,3P!########################################################!"7!

4.2.The between-group difference after using DUB approach ............................................... 30!

4.3. The internal development of each group ........................................................................... 32!
H#=#$#!%&'!-,0'6,/F!A'1'F)5*',0!)J!(),06)F!36)+5!#########################################################################################!="!
H#=#"#!%&'!-,0'6,/F!A'1'F)5*',0!)J!QR5'6-*',0/F!36)+5!############################################################################!==!

CHAPTER 5 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION ................................................................. 35!
5.1. Factors that affect the results .............................................................................................. 35!

5.2. Limitation and Recommendation ....................................................................................... 38!

References: ................................................................................................................................... 40!

Materials ...................................................................................................................................... 42!

Appendices ................................................................................................................................... 43!

!
 

 

 

  

 



! =!

Acknowledgements 

 First and foremost, I would like to express my great gratitude to Dr. Hong Thi Phuong 

Nguyen and Dr. Marjolijn Verspoor, who have been always supporting me from the beginning of 

my master course until the very last step. Despite being extreme busy, Dr. Verspoor still took 

much time caring for me as well as helping me solve my trouble concerning my study and 

pregnancy. As for Dr. Nguyen, she is not only my teacher but also my beloved big sister who 

kindly helped me settle in Groningen and patiently instructed me to complete this thesis. I will 

never forget their concern for me in my toughest time. Without their guidance and persistent 

help, this thesis would not have gone this far. 

 Secondly, I would like to send my special thanks to the teaching staff of Department of 

English, College of Foreign Languages, and the students participating in this experiment, who 

facilitated me to get the data for this research successfully.  

 Thirdly, I would love to thank the Vietnamese students studying in Groningen, who were 

my dear family during my time living far away from home. 

 Last but not least, I am indebted to my family, my parents and my husband, who have 

been always encouraging and consoling me in my up and down time. Words can hardly convey 

my love and thankfulness to them. Especially, I wish to thank my dear Hannah, who 

unexpectedly came to my world and made a little chaos in my well-designed plan. However, her 

existence helped me realize how lucky I am to be loved and supported by so many people. 

Though she made me take much more time to complete this course, she was, is, and will always 

be my source of energy and happiness. 

 



! H!

Abstract  

 In order to achieve the goals of National Foreign Language 2020 Project, the Ministry of 

Education and Training advocates a shift from traditional Grammar-Translation Method to 

innovated language teaching methods in the light of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) 

such as Blended learning, Story - telling, Learn English by Games and Activities, etc. The 

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is expected to have great effects on the 

reorganization of both language teaching and learning. From a Dynamic Usage-based 

perspective, which focuses on meaning, CLT  is used  with such authentic input as entertaining 

movie segments. This approach provides plenty of authentic input and is believed to raise 

learners’ motivation. The experiment was conducted with two classes of first year students (39 

students each) at the Department of English, College of Foreign Languages, Da Nang, Viet Nam. 

One was treated as Control group, another was treated as Experimental group.  By showing 

Experimental students some segments taken from two movies, ‘Mean Girls’ (2004) and 

‘Confession of a Shopaholic’ (2009), the researcher examined how authentic input influenced the 

language development of learners in comparison to traditional method that was used to instructed 

the Control group. The data was collected by two standardized PET tests, which are pre-test and 

post-test; then it was analyzed by One-way ANOVA and Paired samples t-test with relevant 

formulated hypotheses. The findings were that the experimental group had better development 

than the Control group in general. The results of this study suggested that a Dynamic Usage-

based Approach did affect the students’ language ability positively.  

 

 

 


