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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 
1.1. RATIONALE  

 One of the most popular types of figures of speech is 

metaphor which is employed in nearly every linguistic aspect. 

However, in order to comprehend a metaphor is not easy a task at all 

due to many reasons. On the one hand, metaphors use a word or 

phrase to indicate something different from the literal meaning, as in 

“I will make him eat his words” or “She has a heart of stone”. On the 

other hand, one may be a metaphor in this case but not in another 

case, or metaphors should be understood contextually. Take the verb 

“collapse” for example. In “The stock market collapsed”, the verb 

“collapse” is a metaphor, but in “The bridge collapsed”, it is not. A 

number of studies have been done on metaphors so far. These 

studies, nevertheless, mainly focus on literature, business, or 

journalism. Politics still remains considerably unnoticed. Therefore, 

this would be a good opportunity for me to have an insight look into 

this field. Yet, politics is too wide a field to be covered in just a 

thesis; hence I will put my first effort in investigating metaphors in a 

narrower scope - metaphors in inaugural addresses made by United 

States presidents. 

1.2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH 

1.2.1. Aims 
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- Examining metaphorical expressions in inauguration speeches made 

by presidents of the United States. 

- Helping the readers to be aware more about the role of metaphor in 

inaugural speeches.  

1.2.2. Objectives 

- Finding out the typical metaphors employed in inauguration 

speeches made by United States presidents from traditional and 

contemporary views. 

- Identifying the metaphorical images of these metaphorical usages. 

- Suggesting a cognitive path to comprehending the semantics of 

metaphors used in political speeches made by the U.S. Presidents. 

1.3. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

- Introduce to the readers a very captivating part of the language 

through the analytic look into the use of metaphors in inauguration 

speeches. 

- Make teachers in particular and educators in general aware of the 

need to teach the subtle uses of metaphors through inauguration 

speeches. 

- Provide a valuable source of reference to other succeeding 

researchers who share the same interest in studying metaphors, 

especially those used in politics. 

1.4. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
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- What are the typical types of metaphors in inauguration speeches 

made by United States presidents? 

- What are the metaphorical images of these metaphorical usages? 

- How can the traditional and contemporary views be applied to the 

identifying and comprehending metaphors in general and those used 

in inauguration speeches made by United States presidents in 

particular? 

1.5. SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

Within the limitation of this thesis, great effort is placed on 

the investigation into metaphors used in inaugural addresses made by 

United States presidents.  

1.6. ORGANIZATION OF THE RESEARCH 

The thesis is organized into five chapters as follows: 

Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION  

Chapter 2 LITERATURE REVIEW  

Chapter 3 METHODS AND PROCEDURES  

Chapter 4 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Chapter 5 CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS  

Chapter 2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
2.1. REVIEW OF THE PREVIOUS STUDIES 

A considerable number of studies on metaphor have been 

published. Known as one of the earliest researcher, Aristotle found 

out that metaphor is a comparison without using function words 

 

 

6 

“like”, “as”, or “as if” [6]. Together with the very first definition by 

Aristotle based on the similarity view, a large number of concepts 

and definitions of metaphor are explored in the twentieth century 

investigated from different views such as a group of professors in 

Cambridge University considered metaphor to be a stylistic device 

transferring some qualities between two objects or ideas. I.R. 

Galperin has the same point of view in his “Stylistics” [9]. I.A. 

Richard believes that metaphors consist of the vehicle and the tenor. 

Recently, metaphor investigated from cognitive view attracted a great 

attention from linguists. Lakoff, in “More than cool reason” [15], 

showed that metaphor is the ontological mapping across conceptual 

domains from source to target domain.  

 Also, Vietnamese linguists pay much attention to this 

stylistic device. Đỗ Hữu Châu claims that metaphor is the method of 

using x to denote y when x and y are similar [1]. Đinh Trọng Lạc, 

Nguyễn Thái Hòa [4], Trương Thị Diễm, Bùi Trọng Ngoãn [2] have 

given basic definitions of metaphor in “Phong cách học Tiếng Việt” 

and “Giáo trình Tiếng Việt”. In addition, many valuable articles on 

this figure of speech have been posted in linguistic journal. 

 Recently, there are a number of theses on metaphor such as 

An investigation into the use of Metaphor and Simile in “David 

Copperfield” by Charles Dickens [22], Metaphors of Love in English 

Songs [24], A Cognitive Study of Emotion Metaphors Derived from 

Motion Verbs in English and Vietnamese [10], An investigation into 

the metaphoric devices in English and Vietnamese animal proverbs 
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[19], An investigation into the metaphor and metonymy in sport 

language in English and Vietnamese [25].       

2.2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.2.1. Concepts and Definitions of Metaphors 

 Historically, the term metaphor can be found in Aristotle’s 

“Poetics”. Aristotle defines that a metaphor is the application a name 

belonging to something to something else, either from the genus to 

the species, or from the species to the genus, or from the species to 

another species, or according to analogy [6]. At the same time, he 

gave the “Elliptical simile theory”. In this theory, metaphor is a 

comparison without using the word “like”, “as” or “as if”.  

 Researches carried out by a group of professors in 

Cambridge University consider metaphors to be a stylistic device 

transferring some qualities between two objects or ideas. The first 

object or idea is described as being or equal to the second object or 

idea and the second object or idea is used to enhance the first one.  

I.R. Galperin has the same point of view in his “Stylistics” 

[10] that metaphors mean transference of some qualities from one 

object or idea to another.  

I.A. Richard believes that metaphors consist of the vehicle 

and the tenor. For him, a metaphor not only contents the words used 

but also is a “translation between the contexts” provided by both the 

vehicle and the tenor. 
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For Lakoff, metaphors are pervasive in everyday life, not just 

in language, but also in thought and action. He defines that metaphor 

is a mapping across conceptual domains from the source domain to 

the target ones.  

In Basic English Lexical [11], Hoang Tat Truong defines that 

metaphor is the transference of names based on the association of 

similarity. In other words, metaphor is a hidden comparison. 

2.2.2. Classification of Metaphors 

Metaphors are as various as the ways we classify them. 

However, the most popular way which bases on the degree of 

unexpectedness makes metaphors into these main following types: 

Common types 

- Dead metaphor is one in which the sense of the transferred image is 

not present.  

- Extended metaphor sets up a principal subject (comparison) and 

subsidiary subjects (comparisons).  

- Mixed metaphor is one that leaps from the first identification to a 

second one but the second does not necessarily go together with the 

first identification. 

 Uncommon types 

- Absolute or paralogical metaphor is one in which there is no 

discernible point of resemblance between the idea and the image.  
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- Live or active metaphor is one which contrasts to a dead metaphor. 

It is not a part of daily language, so it is not noticeable as a metaphor. 

- Complex metaphor is one which mounts one way of identification 

on another.  

- Compound or loose metaphor is one that catches the mind with 

several points of similarity. 

- Implicit metaphor is one in which the tenor is not specified but 

implied. 

- Dying metaphor or cliché is one that people use without making 

trouble of inventing phrases for themselves when communicating. 

- Submerged metaphor is one in which the vehicle is implied, or 

indicated by one aspect.  

2.2.3. Metaphors versus Similes 

Both metaphor and simile describe a comparison. However, 

similes make the comparison explicit by using function words like 

“as”, “like”, or “as if” while metaphors do not. Simile asks us to 

picture one thing as being like another; metaphor asks us to picture 

one thing as being the other. Therefore, simile is an “open” 

comparison while metaphor is a “hidden” one. 

2.2.4. Metaphors versus Metonymies 

Both metaphor and metonymy involve the substitution of one 

term for another. However, metaphor is the transference of names 

based on the association of similarity and metonymy is the 
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transference of names based on the association of contiguity. In other 

words, metaphor works by similarity while metonymy does by 

contiguity.  

What’s more, from cognitive view, metaphor is the mapping 

across conceptual domains from the source to the target one whereas 

metonymy is the mapping within a single domain. Hence, metaphor 

has two conceptual domains involved, and metonymy involves only 

one conceptual domain. Secondly, metaphor is employed commonly 

for easier understanding; the source domain is mapped onto the target 

domain. Metonymy is mainly used for reference, as we can refer to 

an entity in a schema by referring to another entity in the same 

schema. Finally, while the relationship between the source and target 

domain in metonymy is of the “stands for" kind, in metaphor there is 

a "is a" relationship. 

2.2.5. Characteristics of Metaphors 

 A metaphor is an analogy between two objects or ideas, 

conveyed by the use of a word instead of another. There are various 

types of similarity: The Similarity of Shape, The Similarity of 

Position, The Similarity of Function, The Similarity of Movement, 

The Similarity of Size or Appearance, and The Similarity of 

Behavior or Character. 

2.2.6. Politics and Inaugural Addresses 

2.2.6.1. Politics 
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The word “politics” comes from “politika” modeled on an 

Aristotle’s book, “affairs of state”, which is on governing and 

government. 

New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary takes politics as 

“The art or science of government, dealing with the form, 

organization and administration of a state, and with the regulations of 

its relations with other state.” [7] Similarly, New Oxford Dictionary 

of English defines, “Politics is the activities associated with the 

government of a country or area, especially the debate or conflict 

between individuals or parties hoping to achieve power.” [20] 

According to Kernell [13], “Politics is a process through which 

individuals or groups aim at an agreement on a common process”.   

2.2.6.2. Inaugural Addresses 

An “inaugural address” is the presidential speech given at a 

formal ceremony to mark the beginning of a leader’s term of office 

which informs the people of his intentions as a leader. This term is 

especially used for a United States president. 

Chapter 3 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN 

To achieve the above aims and objectives, this research is 

mainly carried out by a combination of descriptive and qualitative 

approaches.  

3.2. RESEARCH METHOD AND PROCEDURE  
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 The analysis under investigation is based on the view of 

traditional linguists and the contemporary theory of George Lakoff 

on metaphor. 

3.2.1. Sampling 

Samples for this research are of about 200 English sentences 

containing metaphorical expressions from fifty-six inaugural 

addresses made by all elected United States presidents, from George 

Washington to Barack Obama. These speeches are taken from 

website Bartleby.com.  

3.2.2. Data Analysis  

 For the purpose of investigating the uses of metaphors in 

inauguration speeches, 56 addresses made by the U.S presidents so 

far have been scrutinized, through which the target metaphors are 

located and analyzed. Data collected will be mainly analyzed on the 

basis of the following steps:  

- All the data collected are descriptively and qualitatively processed. 

- Secondly, the samples are interpreted contextually to check if they 

should be metaphors or not. 

- Then, these metaphors are analyzed in the most preferable and 

reasonable way in the light of traditional and contemporary views to 

be divided into different categories.  

- Next, other metaphors are sought that belong to the same catalogue 

and studied their meanings to find out the inter-relationship between 

them. 
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- Last but not least, some ways of perceiving these metaphors are 

suggested and their distributions in the value of speeches are found 

out. The information obtained will be used for drawing one 

procedure of comprehending metaphors. 

3.3. RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY  

 On the one hand, this thesis is not very thorough as it does 

not have capability to cover all kinds of metaphors in politics. On the 

other hand, it may not enable us to discover more types of metaphors 

in the light of cognitive linguistic devices. Moreover, the data 

analysis based largely on our inference from the linguistic context 

may lead to subjective decision on the metaphors. 

Chapter 4 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1. METAPHORS USED IN INAUGURAL ADDRESSES IN 

TRADITIONAL VIEW 

 Traditional view of metaphor regards it to be a procedure of 

transferring meaning from one notion to another. Although 

metaphors used in inaugural addresses are expressed separately, it is 

advisable to categorize them in sections such as political life is the 

sun and politics is a concrete object for the sake of easier 

comprehension. 

4.1.1. Political Life is the Sun 

 Among all of weather factors, the sun seems to play the most 

important role in deciding the weather condition. Therefore, in this 
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thesis on metaphors in political speeches, a special attention will be 

paid on the connection between political life and the sun.  

4.1.1.1. Positive Conditions are the Time the Sun Going up 

The notion of “the warm bright sun” has frequently been 

exploited to signify positive political conditions, as in the folowing 

examples: 

(1) We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm 

courage of the national unity; with the clear consciousness of 

seeking old and precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction 

that comes from the stern performance of duty by old and young 

alike. [71] 

(3) Are we nearing the light—a day of freedom and of peace 

for all mankind?  [76] 

Through these two above examples, the readers can incline 

towards the fact that difficult and adverse conditions that shadow the 

people’s welfare will be ameliorated by the “burning” desire to unify 

and to march in the light of freedom and peace towards victory – a 

hard-fought one.  

4.1.1.2. Negative Situations are the Time the Sun Going down 

 In contrast to favorable weather conditions denoting the 

healthy political situations in American presidents’ inaugural 

speeches, adverse weather tends to suggest difficulties and the 

ominous sign of problematic political life.  

(12) There are times when the future seems thick as a fog; you 

sit and wait, hoping the mists will lift and reveal the right path. [85] 
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From this excerpt, President George Bushhe wanted to convey 

the idea that the chaos of the dark period was likened to the fog that 

reduced the pedestrian’s vision and might led him astray just the 

same way politicians had to encounter during time of “twilight” 

struggle.  

4.1.2. Politics is a Concrete Object 

 Metaphor, in traditional view, is understood as a comparison 

between the unknown and the known; the abstract and the concrete. 

Obviously, it helps to make a highly abstract image to become a 

more concrete one. If something is real and concrete, people are 

supposed to be able to perceive it by the senses. It can be seen, heard, 

smelled, tasted, or touched. Thanks to metaphors employed in 

inaugural addresses, politics can be perceived in such a similar way. 

In the five senses – sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch, sight and 

hearing are used most frequently to perceive the notion of politics. 

4.1.2.1. Visual Metaphors 

In these speeches, people can use their eyes to catch image of 

the political situations: 

 (26) It is not in despair that I paint you that picture. [72] 

4.1.2.2. Aural Metaphors 

 Hearing ability is one of the very essential five senses that 

help human beings to perceive the world. Although aural metaphors 

do not appear as frequently as visual metaphors, they certainly play 

an important role in making a wishing effect to the receivers of these 

inaugural speeches.   
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(54) For its part, government will listen. [80]  

Here, Richard Milhous Nixon persuades that in politics, his 

government always takes notice of what his fellow citizens of the 

world community says so that they can follow their wish, advice and 

belief to make the best for everyone. 

4.2. METAPHORS USED IN INAUGURAL ADDRESSES IN 

CONTEMPORARY VIEW 

 Metaphor, in contemporary view, is the ontological mapping 

across conceptual domains from the source domain to the target 

domain. Source domain is the conceptual domain from which we 

have metaphorical expressions, and target domain is the one that we 

try to understand. There exists a systematic set of correspondences 

between constituent elements of source domain and target domain 

which is called “mapping”. This set of mapping is the key to 

understand a conceptual metaphor. 

4.2.1. Politics is a Journey 

 “Politics is a journey” metaphor is the ontological mapping 

across conceptual domains from the source domain of journey to the 

target domain of politics. This is a set of ontological correspondences 

between “journey” and “politics”.  

4.2.1.1. Politicians are Travelers 

 Politicians are implicitly compared as travelers taking part in 

an extended trip. 

 The people of the country are regarded as passengers in that 

journey: (91) “We are all fellow passengers on a dot of earth. And 
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each of us, in the span of time, has really only a moment among our 

companions.” [79] Together with the leader, all the people walked 

the same road and encountered the same hardship, in which sense the 

phrase “fellow passengers” is employed to express the strong 

determination towards the country’s independence and prosperity. 

All of them are travelers on the journey. 

4.2.1.2. Political Activities are Long-term Activities in a Journey 

 As stated above, politics is a journey. In this journey, 

politicians are travelers and their activities are presented as long-term 

activities in a journey.  

 This journey is a long and heroic one as in Bill Clinton’s 

address (99) “An idea infused with the conviction that America's 

long heroic journey must go forever upward.”, so the people have to 

continue the journey (100) “With a new vision of government, a new 

sense of responsibility, a new spirit of community, we will sustain 

America’s journey.” [86] 

4.2.1.3. Political Changes are Movements 

 Changes are indispensable in the development of everything. 

So are they in politics. In inaugural addresses made by the presidents 

of the United States, these political changes are expressed 

metaphorically as movements in a journey such as enter, step, lift, 

drive, ride, turn, build, and walk. 

(108) We of the Republic pledged ourselves to drive from the temple 

of our ancient faith those who had profaned it; to end by action, 

tireless and unafraid, the stagnation and despair of that day. [72] 
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4.2.1.4. Political Purposes are Destinations 

 There is a close similarity between political goals in politics 

and destinations in a journey as both of them are the main motivation 

for the action. In inaugural addresses made by the presidents of the 

United States, destinations in a journey are metaphorical expressions 

of political goals.  

 The destination can be a valley as presented in Franklin D. 

Roosevelt’s [72]; an anchor or a road in Thomas Jefferson’s address 

[38]; a blessed land in Bill Clinton’s speech [87] 

4.2.1.5. Political Problems are Obstacles in a Journey 

 Bad terrain can be one of the obstacles on the trip. It can be a 

barrier to cross in Harry S. Truman’s and Jimmy Carter’s addresses; 

a mountain to climb or a roadblock to remove in Ronald Reagan’s.  

Another difficulty on the journey is bad weather such as cloud, 

fog, storm and hurricane. These natural factors certainly have had a 

negative effect on the ongoing journey. However, what the authors of 

these speeches want to emphasize is not the hindrance made by the 

nature, but the great effort of his people to overcome all the 

obstacles. 

Along with the bad terrain and weather, the difficult time is also 

an impediment to the journey such as the twilight and the night of the 

day, the winter time of a year. 

4.2.2. Politics is a Fight/War  
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 “Politics is a fight/war” metaphor is the ontological mapping 

across conceptual domains from the source domain of a fight/war to 

the target domain of politics. 

4.2.2.1. Politicians are Soldiers 

In inaugural addresses made by the presidents of the United States, 

there are considerable correspondences between politicians and 

soldiers. They have to fight to achieve their goal. 

(142) We are of the blood of all the nations that are at war. [67] 

4.2.2.2. Political Relationship is Attacking the Others and 

Defending His Own 

 A politician as a courageous soldier does his best to defend 

his own people, his own idea as stated by George W. Bush (149) 

“For a half a century, America defended our own freedom by 

standing watch on distant borders. After the shipwreck of 

communism came years of relative quiet, years of repose, years of 

sabbatical—and then there came a day of fire.” [89] Moreover, at the 

same time with defending, the soldier gives out plans and strategies 

to attack other opponents as stated by Thomas Jefferson in his 1805 

speech (146) “We are firmly convinced, and we act on that 

conviction, that with nations as with individuals our interests soundly 

calculated will ever be found inseparable from our moral duties, and 

history bears witness to the fact that a just nation is trusted on its 

word when recourse is had to armaments and wars to bridle others.”  

[39] 

4.2.2.3. The Will and Strength of Human Beings is a Weapon 
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 Weapon in a war may be bombs, guns, knives or swords, but 

in politics, it is the will and strength of human beings.  

(150) Above all, we must realize that no arsenal, or no 

weapon in the arsenals of the world, is so formidable as the will and 

moral courage of free men and women. It is a weapon that we as 

Americans do have. [83] 

4.2.2.4. Achieving the Goal is Winning the Fight/War 

 In a fight/war or in politics, the winner is the one who can 

achieve his aims. In inaugural addresses, the aim of the political life 

is not to kill or to wound the people if it is not the sole choice. The 

fundamental aim of politics is the liberty; the freedom and humanity; 

the hope and strength. 

4.2.3. Achieving a Purpose in Politics is Agriculture  

  “Achieving a purpose in politics is agriculture” metaphor is 

the ontological mapping across conceptual domains from the source 

domain of agriculture to the target domain of achieving a purpose. 

The knowledge of the domain of agriculture can be used to apply into 

the domain of achieving a purpose. 

(159) To those leaders around the globe who seek to sow 

conflict, or blame their society’s ills on the West—know that your 

people will judge you on what you can build, not what you destroy. 

[90] 

4.2.4. States are Locations 

“States are locations” metaphor is the ontological mapping 

across conceptual domains from the source domain of location to the 
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target domain of states. In inaugural addresses made by United 

States’ Presidents, there are a number of metaphors in which a given 

state is represented as occupying locations in physical space such as 

heaven in  Abraham Lincoln’s, threshold in Rutherford B. Hayes’s 

and prison in  Dwight D. Eisenhower’s.  

(177) No nation can longer be a fortress, lone and strong and 

safe. And any people, seeking such shelter for themselves, can now 

build only their own prison. [77] 

4.2.5. Changes are Movements  

Change is actually understood in terms of movement through 

space from a bounded region to another. The change from the source 

domain to the target domain is carried out by the movement from the 

source domain to the target one through the cognitive path. In this 

research, three kinds of movement in inaugural addresses made by 

United States’ Presidents are found out: movement in the land, 

movement in the water and movement in the air. 

(187) Things in life will not always run smoothly. [74] 

(180) But the squandering of the public money sinks into 

comparative insignificance as a temptation to corruption when 

compared with the squandering of the public lands. [52] 

(197) Whoever rejects it does of necessity fly to anarchy or to 

despotism. [53] 

4.3. DISCUSION OF FINDINGS 

4.3.1. The procedure of Transferring Meaning Through 

Metaphors 
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 Metaphor is understood as a figure of speech in which a 

comparison is made between two seemingly unrelated objects 

without using “like” or ‘as”. In other words, metaphor is just a matter 

of language, not thought. However, from many above analyzed 

examples, this belief turns out to not be absolutely satisfied. Firstly, 

there is just a small number of metaphors that can be analyzed as an 

elliptical simile. In fact, an enormous number of metaphors cannot be 

analyzed in this way. Secondly, a metaphor is often based on the 

similarity between the vehicle and the tenor. However, similarity is 

not the only point.  

4.3.2. Traditional and Contemporary Views 

 According to the traditional view, metaphor has little or 

nothing to do with human cognitive process. It is self-explanatory 

that such a way of grouping and interpretation will much and 

basically facilitate the readers in obtaining the idea suggested by the 

target metaphor, and they can somewhat generalize the notion 

indicated by certain object of reference. However, this approach has 

its own drawback in the fact that it fails to explore the hidden notion 

thoroughly. That is to say, the interpretation of metaphor employing 

the traditional approach is rather superficial in that it fails to create 

the link between language itself and the thought.  

The contemporary view makes up for the failure of the 

traditional approach by bringing into practice the cognitive process of 

decoding metaphors through the concepts of source and target 
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domains. In fact, identifying metaphors through ICMs will help to 

include various aspects of metaphor. For example, if the readers put 

the notion of a journey in relation to politics conveyed by different 

metaphors under a careful operation, they may well discover beyond 

expectation that those metaphors are interconnected through the 

politics as journey mapping. Creating such a link using ICMs will, as 

discussed, enable better understanding of metaphors. However, it is a 

longer and more complicated practice that requires effort. Therefore, 

a wise reader will know when to employ different approaches to get 

the best part of enjoying metaphors. 

4.4. SUMMARY 

 In short, the research has studied about the typical types of 

metaphors used in inaugural addresses made by the presidents of the 

United States from the view of traditional linguists and that of 

Lakoff. From the above findings, the procedure of transferring 

meaning through metaphors was discussed together with the strength 

and weakness of these two linguistic schools in identifying and 

comprehending metaphors. 

Chapter 5 

CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 

5.1. CONCLUSIONS 

 After examining metaphors in fifty-six inaugural addresses 

made by the presidents of the United States, about two hundred 

instances of typical metaphors have been found out including both 

the cases viewed in the light of traditional school of metaphor that is 
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the association based on similarity, those in the perspective of 

Idealized Cognitive Model by Lakoff. The analysis of the data has 

yielded qualitative information about types of metaphor used in 

political speeches and enables us to come to the following 

conclusions: 

- The application of the base of association on similarity helped me to 

find out and identify instances of metaphor readily. However, it 

seems that this association model is just advantageous in pointing the 

individual instances and cases where the similarity is sharp and clear 

cut between two objects.  

- The Idealized Cognitive Models proved effective in identifying the 

conceptualized patterns of metaphor from which the metaphorical 

images can be derived such as Politics is the sun, Politics is a 

concrete object, Politics is a journey, Politics is a fight/war, 

Achieving a purpose in politics is agriculture, States are locations, 

and Changes are movements. 

- The derived metaphorical images and their original conceptualized 

patterns of metaphor help contribute a panoramic view of political 

scenarios in all aspects: from how the US presidents viewed their 

position in the current political situation, the challenges they may 

encounter, the tasks and duties they had to assume, the stance they 

may take in treating the opposite forces, the economic perspectives 

they may hold in the innovation of the country. 
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- In the realization of the metaphorical images derived from the 

ICMs, a wide range of linguistic forms were utilized, such as nouns, 

verbs, adjectives and collocations of members of parts of speech. 

5.2. IMPLICATIONS 

5.2.1. Implications for Identifying and Comprehending 

Metaphors 

5.2.1.1. Identifying Metaphors 

 As mentioned in the first chapter, in order to identify a 

metaphor is not easy a task at all due to many reasons. First, 

metaphors use a word or phrase to indicate something different from 

the literal meaning and one word or phrase may be a metaphor in this 

case but not in another case. Hence, to identify a metaphor correctly, 

one must read the text thoroughly and understand its contextual 

meaning. Second, once metaphors employ words or phrases to mean 

something different from their literal meaning, they are often a matter 

of semantics or rhetoric. Therefore, if a sentence is grammatically but 

not semantically correct, it may involve a metaphor. 

5.2.1.2. Comprehending Metaphors 

 Due to these above reasons, comprehending a metaphor 

cognitively is also complicated. A five step procedure based on the 

mechanism of transferring meaning from the source domain to target 

domain is suggested. Firstly, understanding the literal meaning of the 

metaphor. Secondly, putting the metaphor into one certain field. 

Next, identifying the source domain and the target domain. Then, 

finding out a set of ontological correspondences that is the mapping 
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between the source domain and the target one. Finally, discovering 

the features transferred from the source domain to the target domain 

based on the mapping.  

5.2.2. Limitation and Suggestions for Further Studies 

 This thesis mainly focuses on metaphors used in inaugural 

addresses made by United States’ presidents, and it leaves many 

other interesting sources to be invested in such as metaphors in 

economy, in law, in short stories, in poems, in advertisement and in 

the titles of newspapers. 

 What’s more, this research is based on new theory of Lakoff 

on conceptual metaphor. In spite of being an interesting theory 

suggesting the mechanisms of transferring meaning from source 

domain to target domain, Lakoff’s theory cannot cover all cases of 

metaphors. 

 Therefore, this thesis still reveals a lot of gaps which need 

filling. Hopefully, it will be an inspiration for those who would like 

to further research into this field such as the Idealized Cognitive 

Models that enables the derivation of metaphorical images in 

economy, law and sport domain.    


