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Chapter 1  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. RATIONALE 

 To politicians, speeches are the sharpest weapon to make their 

names as the winners, politicians and leaders alike have to be effective 

communicators in order to rise to the top of the political pyramid. 

Political speeches, sometimes like psychological treatments, may 

potentially dominate hearers' interactional rights, face wants, or 

ideological autonomy. By delivering the speeches, politicians are 

quite confident that they can motivate or dissuade political action. 

 Charteris-Black (2005) states that "[w]ithin all types of political 

system, from autocratic, through oligarchic to democratic; leaders 

have relied on the spoken word to convince others of the benefits that 

arise from their leadership" (Charteris-Black J. , 2005), then he claims 

that a political speech is to “satisfy emotional, moral and social needs” 

(Charteris-Black J. , Analysing Political Speeches: Rhetoric, 

Discourse and Metaphor, 2014). In typical linguistic exchanges, many 

things are meant without being explicitly said. In the same way, the 

politicians also have to use some kinds of pragmatic devices to reach 

to the understanding between speech deliverers and hearers. Among 

the devices, conversational implicature (CI) is the most common one. 

It is important in both philosophy of language ( (Horn & Ward, 2005) 

(Levinson S. , 1983), the branch of linguistics which studies how 

human languages are actually used. 

 For the reasons mentioned above, I decided to conduct “A 

comparative study on expressions of implicatures used in British 

and American political speeches” as my master thesis. The research 
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is expected to contribute to the community of discourse analysis 

through the analysis of conversational implicatures and provide 

English language learners with certain comprehension of expressions 

of implicatures in political speeches made by British politicians (BPs) 

and American politicians (APs).  

1.2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

1.2.1.  Aims 

 The aim of the study is to identify the implicit statements that 

BPs and APs use in their speeches and the ways they use these 

expressions to expose their strength, ability, and policies. Through 

this, these expressions are analyzed through the method of corpus-

based approach. Then, the similarities and differences in the use of 

expressions of implicatures in British and American political 

speeches are identified. Finally, the research results are expected to 

contribute to improving the use of pragmatic linguistic devices, 

facilitating understanding and applying in English discourse 

analysis. 

1.2.2. Objectives 

 Based on the aims mentioned above, the study is intended to 

obtain the following objectives: 

- To identify the pragmatic features of expressions of implicatures 

that are used in British and American political speeches. 

- To compare the similarities and differences in the use of 

expressions of implicatures between BPs and APs in their speeches. 

1.3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 To achieve all the aforementioned aims and objectives, this study 

mainly focuses on giving answers to the following research questions: 
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1. What are the pragmatic features of expressions of implicatures 

identified from the political speeches collected? 

2. What similarities and differences are found from the use of 

expressions of implicatures in the British and American political 

speeches? 

1.4. SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

 This study mainly concentrates on the analysis of expressions of 

implicatures regarding the pragmatic features in political speeches 

made by British and American politicians in a certain range of time 

through two authentic research corpora. 

1.5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

 The study is expected to make a small contribution to the present 

knowledge of the linguistic study both in theoretical and practical 

aspects.  

1.6. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

Chapter 1: Introduction  

Chapter 2: Literature Review and Theoretical Background  

Chapter 3: Research Design and Methodology  

Chapter 4: Findings and Discussion  

Chapter 5: Conclusions and Implications  
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Chapter 2  

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL 

BACKGROUND 

2.1. LITERATURE REVIEW 

According to an English language philosopher Herberb Paul Grice 

(1975), implicatures are divided into two kinds: conventional 

implicature and CI (Grice H. P., 1975). Grice (1975) first describes 

that “conversational implicature (C.I) is a type of indirect 

communication”. He claims that speakers and listeners share a 

cooperative principle (CP). Then, Cruse (2000) applies Grice's Theory 

in doing his research on implicatures. He takes a closer look at CI for 

explaining how they arise and be defined. 

There have been many studies done on language expressions 

related to perspectives of conversations and the speakers’ attitude 

linked with different discourse aspects. With the theoretical 

approaches to the above-mentioned studies, it seems that Grice’s 

(1975) theory of CP has great influence on the expressions of 

implicatures employed in political discourse. Thus, this study will 

mainly focus on Grice’s theory to analyze the expressions of 

implicatures in terms of lexical and pragmatic structures and their 

functions in samples of British and American political discourses.  

2.2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.2.1. Political Speeches 

 2.2.1.1. Definitions of Political Speeches 

Political speeches are a type of discourse. Wilson (1990) claimed 

the main purpose of a political speech is to “achieve the maximum 

required effect on the audience”. Charteris-Black (2014) claimed a 
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political speech as a “coherent stream of spoken language that is 

usually prepared for delivery by a speaker to an audience for a purpose 

on a political occasion”.  

 Obviously, leaders must be genuinely skillful speakers in using 

speech strategies in order to achieve both political goals and 

minimizing unworthy disadvantages in a political speech.  As such, 

the main function of political speeches is to persuade the audience and 

make them strongly believe what is being said.  

2.2.1.2. Features of political speeches 

Settings, genres and functions in the organization and delivery are 

proved to be important features of political by Schaffner C.(1997), 

Charteris-Black J., (2005), and Reisigl (2008) among others.  

2.2.2. Pragmatics and Conversational Implicatures 

2.2.2.1. Pragmatics 

 Collinge (1988) described pragmatics as "[the] study of [...] what 

utterances achieve in interactive communications; that is, how speaker 

works on hearer in real exchanges." " Grundy (1995) claimed that: 

"[pragmatics] defines the systematic ways by which we decode 

indeterminacy." Thus, for him, "pragmatics has to do with the  

 According to Yule (1996): Pragmatics is concerned with the study 

of meaning as communicated by a speaker for writer and interpreted 

by a listener (or reader). It is the study of speaker meaning. Charteris-

Black (2014) claimed a political speech as a “coherent stream of 

spoken language that is usually prepared for delivery by a speaker to 

an audience for a purpose on a political occasion”. 

2.2.2.2. Definition of Conversational Implicatures 
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Grice (1975) distinguishes implicatures into two types, they are 

conventional implicatures and conversational implicatures: 

 Conventional implicatures are intimately connected to the 

general and conventional meaning of words; thus, such implicatures 

are closely connected with semantics. However, conversational 

implicatures depend on features of the context of a given 

conversation, and not just the conventional meaning of the words used 

in a sentence. 

2.2.2.3. The cooperative principle  

 Grice bases the cooperative principle on four maxims, which he 

supposes speakers will follow.  

 The maxims are termed as: 

 Maxim of Quantity (Qt): It relates to the Qt of information to be 

provided. Its submaxims are:   

 (1) Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the 

current purpose of the exchange); 

 (2) Do not make your contribution more informative than is 

required.  

 Maxim of Quality (Ql): Try to make your contribution one that is 

true. Its submaxims are:  

 (1) Do not say what you believe to be false; 

 (2) Do not say that which you lack adequate evidence.  

 Maxim of Relation (Rl): Be relevant.  

 Maxim of Manner (Mn): Be perspicuous.  

 (1) Avoid obscurity; 

 (2) Avoid ambiguity; 

 (3) Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity);  
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 (4) Be orderly.  

 To produce utterances which are informative, true, relevant, and 

non-confusing, Grice (1975) believes that the speakers have to adhere 

to cooperative principles (CP).  

2.2.2.4. Violating the maxims 

 Grice (1975) points out five major ways in which the speaker fails 

to observe a maxim; they are flouting, violating, infringing, opting 

out, and suspending. Violating a maxim, the speaker “will be liable to 

mislead” the hearer. 

 Violating the maxim of quantity:  Politicians often violate this 

maxim by giving too much or little information as the following 

political language discourse. 

Violating the maxim of Quality:  The utterance doesn’t give 

sufficient information because the second clause doesn’t support the 

first clause, it can be lack of evidence.  

 Violating the maxim of relation: This utterance violates the 

maxim of relevance when the addresser doesn’t give the relevant 

information. It also makes the audiences confused in analyzing 

because it doesn’t have any Rl with the topic discussed. 

 Violating the maxim of manner:  The utterance violates the 

maxim of Mn for it give an ambiguity information that lead the 

audiences to be confused. 

 In sum, this study mainly focuses on Grice’s Cooperative 

Principle to analyze the implicature expressions in samples of British 

and American political discourses. 
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Chapter 3  

RESEARCH METHODS 

3.1. METHODOLOGY 

 In this study, American and British political speeches are 

collected and examined carefully, then expressions of conversational 

maxims are collected as the data sets of the research. The two small 

corpora of British and American political speeches are compiled to 

provide data of conversation implicatures for the research. The 

software package of WordSmith 5.0 is used to provide statistical data 

of linguistic expressions for analysis. Quantitative approach provides 

statistical information such as calculation of occurrence, finding of 

language pattern instances concerning pragmatic categories thanks to 

the keyword lists and concordance line tools. Also, specific utterances 

are selected as illustrations for qualitative analyses of categories of CI. 

From that, these analyses also provide the basis for a comparative 

analysis of the use of conversation implicatures between British and 

American political speeches. 

3.2. RESEARCH DESIGN 

3.2.1. An overview of corpus linguistics 

 A corpus is "any body of text" (McEnery, T. & Wilson, A., 

2001), that is, any collection of recorded instances of spoken or 

written language. The approach to studying real - life language via a 

computerised collection of texts to obtain and analyze data 

quantitatively and qualitatively is corpus linguistics.  As Meyer 

(2004) pointed out, a corpus is a collection of texts or parts of texts 

upon which some general linguistic analysis can be conducted. A 

research corpus contains data from which particular language 
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features can be identified and analysed.  It can be extended that 

corpora as huge computer - readable bodies of texts not only contains 

large amounts of data but are also easily accessible.  With the 

assistance of special software, research corpora have "introduced 

incredible speed, total accountability, accurate replicability, 

statistical reliability and the ability to handle huge amounts of data” 

(Kennedy, 1998).  

3.2.2. Data collection methods 

 To build up the corpora of the study, the following criteria have 

been set for the collection of sample texts: 

- The samples must be texts of political speeches 

- The samples are political speeches delivered by APs and BPs 

in a certain range of time. 

- The sources where the samples are collected must be credible.  

 On the basis of such criteria, 10 political speeches, including 5 

speeches made by BPs and 5 speeches by APs, have been collected 

to compile the research corpora which provide data to serve the 

purpose of the research.  

 An experiment has been done on some random selected sample 

texts of  British  and American political speeches to examine patterns 

of CI. 

3.2.3. Data source for corpus design 

 American and British political speeches are collected from on-line 

sources. These speeches are in electronic format and are therefore 

easily complied into the two small research corpora used for the study. 

 Among 10 political speeches, 5 speeches made by American 

presidents, and 5 speeches made by British Prime Ministers (the 
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speeches have also been conventionalized to hide the names of the 

speakers). These speeches were delivered by the politicians in 2007 as 

shown in the following tables. 

Table 3. 1: Data on the corpus of the US Presidents' speeches 

(The USC) 

N0 Speeches 
Date 

range 

No. of 

words 

% of the 

corpus 

1 US01 25/01/2007 2,021 18.91% 

2 US02 10/2/2007 2,603 24.35% 

3 US03 28/04/2007 2,644 24.74% 

4 US04 23/5/2007 1,574 14.73% 

5 US05 10/11/2007 1,847 17.28% 

Total running words 10,689 100%  

Table 3. 2: Data on the corpus of the UK Prime Ministers' 

speeches (The UKC) 

N0 Speeches 
 Date 

range 

No. of 

words 

% of the 

corpus 

1 UK01 1/10/2007 3,212 29.72% 

2 UK02 1/11/2007 1,769 16.37% 

3 UK03 3/11/2007 1,923 17.80% 

4 UK04 10/5/2007 1,701 15.74% 

5 UK05 4/6/2007 2,201 20.37% 

Total running words 10,806 100%  

As seen in Table 3.1, the USC consists of 5 speeches made by an 

American politician in 2007, with a size of 10,689 words. The highest 

proportion of words contributing to the compilation of this corpus is 
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from US03, accounting for 2,644 words, at 24.74 % of total words. 

The number of words delivered in US02 is the second biggest with 

2,603 words, at 24.35%. The number of words in US04 is the fewest 

in this corpus, with 1,574 words, at 14,73 % of total words. And, the 

last two speeches US01 and US05 are 2,021 words and 1,848 words 

with 18.91% and 17.28% of total words relatively. 

Similarly, the UKC consists of 5 speeches made by a British 

politician. Table 3.2 shows details of the UKC compiled from samples 

of speeches made by a British politician. The corpus consists of 5 

speeches selected from those made in 2007, with a 10,806 words size. 

The speech UK01 contributes the highest proportion of the UKC, 

accounting for 3,212 words, at 29.72% of total words. The speech 

UK05 made by the politician follows, accounting for 2,201 at 20.37% 

of the words size. The numbers of words made by the politicians 

UK04 is the least with 1,701 words with 15.74% of total words. In 

general, the size and synchronic range of these transcribed speeches 

are approximately equal. 

The number of political speeches selected for the compilation of 

each research corpus is rather small (5 speeches each) and the size of 

each of the research corpora is also actually small (about 10,800 words 

in the UKC and nearly 10,700 words in the USC). However, the two 

small research corpora can be seen as representative since they contain 

similar text types of general speeches delivered by BPs and APs in 

2007 and are thus expected to provide spontaneous data for the 

research analysis and interpretation. 

In conclusion, although the research corpora, the UKC and the 

USC, are small and the population of political speeches is not very 
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large, the selected speeches made by BPs and APs are expected to be  

adequate  for  the  research  goals  of  investigating pragmatic features 

of implicature expressions in British and American political speeches.  

3.2.4. Description of samples 

American and British political speeches are collected from on-line 

sources. These speeches are in electronic format and are therefore 

easily complied into the research corpora used for the study.  

Among 10 political speeches, 5 speeches made by an American 

president namely Barack Obama and 5 speeches made by a British 

Prime minister namely Tony Blair whose names have been 

anonymous. These speeches were delivered by the politicians in 2007. 

3.2.5. Data analysis 

After collecting samples of implicatures from chosen political 

speeches in the year 2007, the researcher rereads the speeches and 

focuses only on the sentences which violate the conversational 

maxims. Then, the research reduces the data which do not violate the 

conversational maxims or do not give contribution and result to 

implicature analysis. 

3.2.6. Reliability and Validity 

 Reliability and validity are important to the research result since 

they are conceptualized as trustworthiness and quality (Ql) in 

qualitative paradigm. 

 In terms of reliability, the corpora are the speeches of BPs and 

APs so the source is authentic English. Those are political speeches, 

so it can be inferred that many linguistic expressions contain 

interesting CI to study. In terms of validity, the speeches are collected 

from reliable online sources and they are in electronic format. Those 
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are made by native speakers or more precisely, it can provide attested 

data and it is exact what the politicians say without any interference 

from the scientists on its content or attitude. Consequently, this 

research corpus can be considered as a real and valuable data source 

to investigate implicature expressions used in British and American 

political speeches. 
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Chapter 4  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1. OVERVIEW 

This chapter presents the research findings and discussion in line 

with the formulated research questions.   

Since conversational implicatures can be calculated by four 

conversation maxims, the researcher finds 84 sentences which are 

identified as violating conversation maxims or contain conversational 

implicatures.   

4.2. EXPRESSIONS OF IMPLICATURES IN AMERICAN 

POLITICAL SPEECHES 

 The total number of data for this part is 42 sentences from 5 

speeches which are made by the American president, Barack Obama. 

However, to make the analysis clearer, some related sentences to the 

main sentence are extracted in some data. 

Table 4. 1: Frequency of the violation maxims in American political 

speeches 

Maxim violation 

Number 

of 

sentences 

Percentage 

Maxim 

of 

quality 

Providing untrue 

information 
4 

25 

9.52% 

59.52% 
Metaphor 13 30.95% 

Hyperbole 8 19.05% 

Providing less 

information 
4 9 9.52% 21.43% 
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Maxim 

of 

quantity 

Providing more 

information 
5 11.90% 

Maxim of relation 3 3 7.14% 7.14% 

Maxim of manner 5 5 11.90% 11.90% 

Total 42 100% 

The table shows clearly that the violations of four maxims are in 

different proportion. It can be seen that the violation maxim of Ql is 

the greatest in number, about 59.52% (25 cases). The second 

proportion is the violation maxim of Qt with about 21.43% (9 cases). 

The violation maxim of Mn and Rl come the third and the last with 

11.9% (5 cases) and 7.14% (3 cases) respectively. 

  The data are also classified into smaller groups of violation 

maxim.  The first group – violation maxim of Ql – which dominate 

the others is divided in three groups as providing untrue information 

(4 cases), using metaphor (13 cases) and hyperbole (8 cases). And the 

second group– violation maxim of Qt – can be seen as providing less 

information with 4 cases and more information with 5 cases. 

This study points out that most cases of expressions of 

implicatures identified by violating the maxim in American political 

speeches are metaphor and hyperbole, which are all called the 

maxims violation of Ql.  

4.2.1. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of quality in American political speeches 

The violation maxim of Ql is divided into three smaller groups 

known as Providing untrue information, Metaphor, Hyperbole.  

Providing untrue information  
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Metaphor 

Hyperbole 

4.2.2. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of quantity in American political speeches 

The violation maxim of Qt is known as providing less information 

and providing more information. 

Providing less information 

Providing more information 

4.2.3. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of relation in American political speeches 

4.2.4. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of manner in American political speeches 

4.3. EXPRESSIONS OF IMPLICATURES IN BRITISH 

POLITICAL SPEECHES 

The researcher analyzes 42 sentences from 5 speeches which are 

made by the British Prime minister’s speeches.  

Table 4. 2: Frequency of the violation maxims in British political 

speeches 

Maxim violation 
Number of 

sentences 
 Percentage 

Maxim 

of 

quality 

Providing 

untrue 

information 

1 

23 

2.38% 

54.76% 

Metaphor 17 40.48% 

Hyperbole 5 11.90% 
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Maxim 

of 

quantity 

Providing less 

information 
5 

10 

11.90% 23.81% 

Providing more 

information 
5 11.90%   

Maxim of relation 5 5 11.90% 11.90% 

Maxim of manner 4 4 9.52% 9.52% 

Total 42 100%   

 It can be seen clearly from the table that there are four proportion 

of maxim violation in British political speeches. The four main 

maxims are defined as the violation: maxim of quality, maxim of 

quantity, maxim of manner and maxim of relation. The maxim of 

quality takes the biggest proportion with 54.76% (with 23 cases). 

There are speaker’s and cited speaker’s violations. Among these 

cases, the dominant sub-maxim is metaphor with 17 cases (40.48%) 

and providing less information is the least common with only 1 case 

(about 2.38%) 

  The second biggest feature that can be seen from the table is 

violation maxim of quantity with about 23.81% (10 cases). This result 

goes with 5 cases of providing less information and the same cases of 

providing more information to persuade the audience. 

 Among the two other types of violating the maxims, the proportion 

of violating maxim of manner is smallest at about 9.52% with 4 cases 

the proportion of violating maxim of relation is 11.9% with 5 cases. 

4.3.1. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of quality in British political speeches 

Providing untrue information 

Metaphor 
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Hyperbole 

4.3.2. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of quantity in British political speeches 

Providing less information 

Providing more information 

4.3.3. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of relation in British political speeches 

4.3.4. Expressions of implicatures identified by violating the 

maxim of manner in British political speeches 

4.4. THE SIMILARITIES AND THE DIFFERENCES FOUND 

FROM THE USE OF EXPRESSIONS OF IMPLICATURES 

IN BRITISH AND AMERICAN POLITICAL SPEECHES 

Significantly, the two types of political speeches share many 

common points and little differences. The researcher compares the 

proportions in Table 4.1 and Table 4.2 to make the findings clear as 

bellow. 

Table 4. 3: Data comparative 

Maxim violation 

Number of sentences and percentage 

American 

Political 

Speeches  

British Political 

Speeches 

Maxim 

of 

quality 

Providing 

untrue 

information 

4 

9.52% 25 

59.52% 

1 

2.38% 23  

54.76% 

Metaphor 
13 

30.95% 

17 

40.48% 
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Hyperbole 
8 

19.05% 

5 

11.9% 

Maxim 

of 

quantity 

Providing 

less 

information 

4 

9.52% 
9 

21.43% 

5 

11.9% 
10 

23.81% Providing 

more 

information 

5 

11.9% 

5 

11.9% 

Maxim of relation 
3 

7.14% 

3 

7.14% 

5 

11.9% 

5 

11.9% 

Maxim of manner 
5 

7.14% 

5 

7.14% 

4 

9.52% 

4 

9.52% 

Total 42 100% 42 100% 

4.4.1. Similarities 

There are five main similar point as bellow. 

Firstly, British and American political speeches have a similar 

process of violating the maxims leading to the conversational 

implicatures. There are four maxims which are exposed to be violated 

such as violating the maxim of Ql, the violating the maxim of Qt, 

violating the maxim of, and the maxim of Mn. 

Secondly, the violation maxim of Ql dominates the others in both 

British and American speeches. In the analyzing process, the 

researcher recognizes that the maxim of Ql was made more often than 

the others.  

Thirdly, in both British and American political speeches, the 

violation maxim of Qt comes second with the equivalent proportions.  

Fourthly, the maxim violation of Rl and Mn obtain the smallest 
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proportion in both British and American speeches.  

Last but not least, the significant point is the outstanding 

proportion using metaphor to generate the conversational implicature 

in both British and American political speeches.   

In conclusion, there are the five main similarities that the 

researcher can figure out from the studying process.   

4.4.2. Differences 

It can be seen that the study shows very little difference between 

British and American political speeches.   

The researcher recognizes the differences in the purpose and 

content of cases violating the maxim of Ql by giving untrue 

information.  In American political speeches, providing untrue 

information occurs in 3 cases as while there is only 1 case in British 

political speeches.  

In another hand, the number of cases violating the Ql maxim by 

using hyperbole in American political speeches is much higher than 

in British political speeches. In American political speeches, there are 

7 cases violating the Ql maxim by using hyperbole which is nearly 

double in number of cases in British political speeches. 

The differences in generating conversational implicature by 

applying the maxim Ql violation is made for the differences in the 

political purposes and viewpoints between the two politicians. 
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Chapter 5  

CONCLUSION 

5.1. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

In this part, the researcher presents the findings in short words.  By 

applying Grice’s theory, the researcher recognizes that the 

conversational implicature is resulted from violating the 

conversational maxim. In this study, the four conversational maxims 

are identified to be violated with the same process in which the 

speakers generate the conversational implicatures. The speakers 

violate the maxim of Ql when telling lie, exaggerating and using 

metaphor.  They violate the maxim of Qt by providing too general 

and more information than needed. In some cases, the speakers break 

maxim of Mn as giving the commentary or speech with vague or 

confusing language. The politicians in the studied speeches violate 

maxim of Rl when leading the audience to something out of the 

discussed topics.   

Furthermore, the speakers violate the maxim of Mn by using 

obscured and vague language to convey their ideas which make the 

audience misunderstand.  After the direct process of analyzing data, 

the researcher figures out many remarkable similarities between 

American and British political speeches in generating conversational 

implicatures to convey ideas.  In both types of speeches, the 

frequency of violating the Ql maxim is outstanding with around two 

third of all data.  In addition, the researcher finds out a finding that 

most of politicians are likely to use metaphor, hyperbole as effective 
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pragmatic devices to make the speeches more attractive and 

persuasive.  Probably, this method is useful for politicians. The 

politicians use these devices of linguistics to impress their attitude 

and political viewpoint.   

Finally, the researcher concludes that in public political speeches, 

the politicians often violate conversational maxim.  The main aspect 

of the communication is not located in the form or in conventional 

rule that being applied, but it tends more toward the efficiency of 

communication. It is the way in which speaker's utterance and 

intended meaning can be conveyed in effective way such like 

implicature.  Implicature is just like a bridge that connects what 

sentences is being spoken to what is in speaker’s mind.  The research 

also proves the results of the previous studies in the same research 

problem.  Obviously, political speeches have certain influence on the 

adopting conversational implicature in term of ideology which 

written on the reliability and reality of the corpora.  From this 

research, the researcher believes that political speeches play an 

important role in politics and community because the voice 

disseminates fast, powerful and directly builds political awareness of 

human being.  This study shows that even in the politics major, the 

conversational implicatures and Gricean maxims work effectively in 

conveying meaning of politics.  Implicature is the one of effective 

way to conveying message because the speaker does not need to give 

long statement to express the speaker's idea or thought.  The speaker 

needs to give little statement which contains the hints which correlate 

with certain aspect of situation and reader's knowledge. So the 

audience can understand the implied meaning which varied the idea 
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of the speaker.  

5.2. IMPLICATIONS 

 Conversational implicature and Grice's theory on Cooperative 

principle are not only significant in communication but also in other 

fields of language.  Obviously, apprehending the theory of 

cooperative principle, we can deal with the understanding of the 

utterance meaning to make the conversation contribution such as it is 

required.  By this way, all conversations will be more effective, 

meaningful, successful and persuasive.  The study proves that, the 

speakers should be cooperative to generate the meaningful and 

informative texts, speeches, talks or interviews.  In teaching and 

learning the second language, English teachers should intentionally 

and explicitly teach students about relevant theory such as the 

cooperative principle to help them infer the communicative intention 

more smoothly. As a result, the students can infer the meaning of any 

speeches and texts based on the violation maxims.  To build better 

language skills, students need to understand the meaning of a 

conversation well.  Besides, the results of this study guide any 

language learners to focus on speaking and even writing styles of 

different fields of life and society. Especially, politicians use the most 

complex and colorful language which also requires attentiveness and 

accuracy.  Using justifiable pragmatic devices such as metaphor, 

hyperbole in writing and speaking is an effective way to attract 

audience/ readers' attention in politic language.   

5.3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

In the studying process, the research has encountered many 

diverse in collecting and analyzing data. Therefore, there are still 
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shortcomings in this thesis due to the limited time, knowledge and 

references. The study still has some limitations as stated below.   

 Firstly, the results of the study are lack of significance.  One of 

the reasons is that the data range is quite small. Thus, the results will 

not be actually accurate and general. 

 Secondly, as a young and lack - knowledge on the research 

method, the researcher gets the difficulties in the analyzing process 

and even in the studied political issue which is itself an abstract and 

complex subject.  From that reason, some of the commentaries and 

judgments in the study are inevitably subjective.   

The study is also expected to contribute useful knowledge to 

teachers, learners and other researchers, but it has not reached the 

expectation of the researcher as it should. 

5.4. SUGGESTIONS 

The researcher expects this research can broaden the learners or 

reader's knowledge about the concept of conversational implicature.  

After the studying, the researcher finds that any field around us can 

become the subject of research.  Language of politics is one 

complicated thing in our life, it has a function of informing, 

advertising and sometimes controlling, which has become a very 

attracted subject to linguistic researchers up to now.  The researcher 

also hopes to inspire the readers who will become the next researchers 

will be able to apply the theory of conversational implicature in 

different objects like newspaper, TV show, advertisement, debate and 

many others.  In addition, the next researchers can improve in term of 

implicature study by using different theory such as the theory of 

relevance.  




