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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. RATIONALE  

 The past decade has seen the evolution of a research paradigm 

of English language study development. In addition, the quality and 

quantity of linguistic theses have increased significantly. Especially, 

the importance of examining the appreciation of authors in Literature 

Review through using the authors’ language expressions is 

considered. They are sought in overview of other authors’ linguistic 

researches. 

 While various studies have been previously conducted to 

study the aspects of Appraisal theory, most are examined how to use 

the theory effectively. Besides, prior studies are found in the linguistic 

features of appreciation function of language towards subjects such as 

football commentaries, writings/ texts of learners of English, political 

discourses. In other words, in this study, appreciation category is 

focused, under the Appraisal theory, in terms of evaluating language 

in theses in English. Specifically, the role of appreciation in using 

linguistic expressions to show the author’s appreciative viewpoint in 

Literature review of theses is emphasized obviously. Appreciation 

construes our evaluations of ‘things’. “Especially things we make and 

performances we give, but also including natural phenomena – what 

such things are worth (how we value them)” (Martin & White, 2005, 

p. 56).  

 Moreover, there are some gaps in previous studies which 

examined appreciation attitude of the authors in literature review of 

theses.  In fact, almost no prior studies have mentioned the evaluative 
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aspects of the language used by the authors of theses. In fact, some 

language tools used for the literature review have been mentioned, 

namely the reporting verbs. However, for example, in terms of English 

language study, some authors analyze their modality-oriented 

researches, which only examine the modal strength of reporting verbs, 

but little has dealt with indicating evaluative category of the author’s 

language on the other authors’ work in the Literature Review.  

 From these reasons stated above, I have decided to carry out 

the study entitled “An Investigation into the Language of Appreciation 

in Literature Review of Theses on Language Studies in English”. This 

is also the assignment needed to continue clarifying gaps in literature. 

I attempt to analyze evaluative language of Appreciation. Last but not 

least, it should be studied in extensive depth with the hope that the 

investigation can make a significant contribution towards appreciation 

shown through appreciation-functioned expressions in the view of 

Appraisal theory in theses in English.  

1.2. AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1.2.1. Aim  

 The study aims to examine the language of Appreciation 

through using linguistic expressions in Literature Review of the 

English theses in the light of Appraisal theory. It is expected to help 

language learners understand more clearly the meaning and 

motivation for using linguistic expressions to express the author’s 

appreciation in Literature Review.   

1.2.2. Objectives  

 To achieve the aim of the study, the following objectives are 

intended: 



 3 

 1) To point out syntactic characteristics of linguistic 

expressions of Appreciation used in Literature Review from English 

language master theses; 

 2) To find out semantic characteristics of linguistic 

expressions of Appreciation used in Literature Review from English 

language master theses. 

1.3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 From the aims and objectives above, the study will be 

designed to answer these following research questions: 

 1) What are the syntactic features that express appreciation in 

Literature Review of English language master theses? 

 2) What are the semantic features of the appreciation in 

Literature Review of of English language master theses? 

1.4. SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

 The study primarily concentrates on the analysis of 

Appreciation in Literature Review of theses on Language Studies 

written in English in terms of Appraisal theory in its widest sense 

comprising features of syntax and semantics of the language 

expressions of the authors. Appreciation – the language of evaluation, 

the last sub-category of Attitude in the Appraisal framework. 

Particularly, the syntactic realization of appreciation was made in 

reference to the Functional Grammar framework in terms of Clause as 

message. Semantically, appreciation is examined with Appraisal 

framework such as, reaction-quality, valuation.  

1.5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

 The findings of this investigation are expected to indicate the 

syntactic and semantic features of appreciation in literature review of 
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theses in terms of appraisal theory. As a result, it can help learners 

understand more obviously the meanings and goals for using linguistic 

expressions to express the author’s appreciation in Literature Reviews 

in English.   

1.6. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

 This investigation includes five chapters as follows: 

 Chapter 1, Introduction, begins with the rationale for 

choosing the topic. Next, aims and objectives of the research, research 

questions, the scope of the study, the significance of the study and 

lastly the organization of the study are presented. This chapter 

provides the framework of this study. 

 Chapter 2, Literature Review and Theoretical Background, 

deals with the previous studies related to the research. Some concepts 

as well as a view of theoretical background about appreciation are also 

considered. 

 Chapter 3 involving Research Methodology mentions 

research design, research methodology, description of sample, data 

collection, instruments for analysis, data analysis. It also consists of 

the reliability and validity of the thesis. 

 Chapter 4, Findings and Discussion, presents and discusses 

the findings of this study. It concentrates on answering the research 

questions about the syntactic and semantic features of appreciation in 

literature review on Language Studies written in English. It presents 

the results and discusses the findings of the investigation. 

 Chapter 5, Conclusions and Implications, summarizes the 

main points of the study as the conclusion. A statement of limitations 

and suggestions for further study is also presented in this chapter. 



 5 

CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

AND THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1. PREVIOUS STUDIES  

 Appreciation, a notion for explaining the way to express the 

attitude with aesthetic principles, is a subcategory of Attitude drawn 

on Appraisal theory framework proposed by Martin and his 

colleagues.  

 So far various studies on Appraisal theory regarding the use of 

evaluative language have been carried out: 

 Xinghua and Thompson (2009), drawn on the Appraisal theory 

(Martin & White, 2005), report on a case study that investigated the 

use of evaluative language between the high- and low- rated English 

argumentative essays by Chinese university EFL students. The study 

found that the high-rated argumentative essay successfully employed 

appraisal values to foreground authorial voice and position readers, 

thus manipulating agreeability of utterances and building strong 

persuasion. 

 In addition, Neviarourskaya, Prendinger and Ishizuka (August, 

2010) carried out a research about Recognition of Affect, Judgement, 

and Appreciation in Text. They classified the text using fine-grained 

attitude labels. They also introduced @AM system, the only system 

allocating sentences using fine-grained attitude types and dealing with 

the semantics of verbs in attitude analysis.  

 Agata Križan (2016, University of Maribor Slovenia) explores 

the occurrence and frequency of use of attitudinal judgement in British 

advertisement texts also in the light of appraisal model (Martin & 

White, 2005). The research presents that capability and propriety often 
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participate in attitudinal double-coding due to the brevity of 

advertising texts and the creativity of advertising language. 

 Besides, many Vietnamese linguistic researcher also have 

concerned the evaluation of language, and they have thrown light on 

the Appraisal Theory. Nguyễn Văn Khôi (2006) mentioned about 

Proclaim markers in English and Vietnamese relied on a theoretical 

framework of Appraisal. The syntactic, semantic and pragmatic 

features of proclaim markers are in epistemic modality, speech act, 

force dynamics, politeness principles and dialogistic view were 

mentioned in his study. 

 Moreover, Trần Hữu Thuần (2014) carried out the investigation 

into the use of Appreciation in football commentaries in English and 

Vietnamese in terms of syntactic and semantic features based on 

Appraisa theory. His study also concerntrated on finding out the 

similarities and differences of the appreciation in football 

commentaries in both languages. 

 Võ Nguyễn Thùy Trang (2016) searched and analyzed the 

languages of Judgement and Appreciation in the category of Attitude 

in Nam Cao’s short stories and the English translational equivalents 

based mainly on theories of Apprasial framework. The study also 

considering the grammatical realization of Judgement and 

Appreciation  relied on Functional Grammar. 

 From the review of previous studies, it can be seen that the 

issues related to Appraisal theory generally and Appreciation 

particularly have been carried out a lot in both Vietnamese and English 

by not only Vietnamese authors but also foreign authors. However, 

there has not been a study focusing on the linguistic features of 

appreciation in Literature review in English language theses. 
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Therefore, it is hoped that this investigation will be a useful source for 

language learners of English to have a better insight into the usage of 

appreciation in Literature review in English language theses. 

2.2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2.2.1.  Appraisal Theory 

 Appraisal Theory is a framework for analyzing the language of 

evaluation. It has emerged from within Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL) (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004) and was driven in 

its early days by work in the field of educational linguistics and the 

development of Australia’s genre-based literacy programs (Christine 

& Martin, 1997; Martin, 2000). It provides techniques for the systemic 

analysis of evaluation and stance as they operate in whole texts in 

grouping s of texts.   

 Appraisal theory has three domain sub-systems, namely 

Attitude, Engagement and Graduation. Attitude is a framework for 

three areas of personal feeling: emotion, ethics and aesthetics. They 

refer to three semantic domains, namely Affect, Judgement and 

Appreciation. Affect deals with feelings or emotional states and 

responses, such as confident, frightened, etc. Judgement refers to the 

evaluation of human beings and/ or their behaviors, such as 

responsible, honest, etc. Appreciation considers the evaluation of 

things, such as simple, important, etc. 

2.2.2. Appreciation 

  2.2.2.1. Definition of Appreciation 

 As can be seen, appreciation customarily evaluates natural 

objects, created objects, texts as well as more abstract constructs such 

as literature reviews, commentaries, etc. Moreover, appreciation 
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evaluates in different ways all things, including man-made objects, 

events, things, appearance of human beings, languages. 

 Clearly, Appreciation mostly concerns with what is 

traditionally known as aesthetic, for example: pretty, simple, 

attractive, etc. “Appreciation involves evaluations of semiotic and 

natural phenomena, according to the ways in which they are valued or 

not in a given field” (Martin & White, 2005, p.43). 

 For example: “Her impeccable recitation of the long poem is a 

thing of beauty.” The appreciation value of “impeccable” in 

“impeccable recitation” shows a quality attributed to “Her recitation 

of the long poem”.  

 Like both affect and judgement, values of appreciation have 

either positive or negative assessments (e.g. positive: splendid, happy, 

etc.; negative: unhappy, dangerous, etc.). 

  2.2.2.2. Types of Appreciation 

 Martin & White (2005) gave the illustrative realizations for 

Appreciation divided into three types: reaction, composition and 

valuation. They also stated that these sub-types are put in relation to 

mental processes, which means how people look at things:   

- reaction refers to affection in mental process category (emotive or 

desiderative). 

- composition refers to perception in mental process category how 

order is viewed. 

- valuation refers to cognition in mental process category, which 

means how opinions are considered.  

 Types of Appreciation were illustrated and summarized in 

Figure 2.2. 
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Figure 2.2. Types of Appreciation (Martin & White, 2005) 

Source: https://functionallinguistics.springeropen.com 

impact 

-TYPE 
composition 

penetrating, profound, innovative 

reaction 
REACTION 

COMPOSITION 

Was it worthwhile? 

-TYPE 

-TYPE 

valuation 

arresting, captivating 

Did it grab me? 

quality 

okay, fine, good 

Did I like it? 

balance 

balanced, unified 

Did it hang 

together? 

complexity 

simple, pure, elegant 

Was it hard to follow? 

APPRECIATION 
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2.2.3. An overview of Syntax in Functional Grammar 

 As a result, Halliday (2004) developed the theory of the 

fundamental functions of language, in which he analyzed lexico-

grammar into three main metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal and 

textual. 

 Each component defines complex units, and in some respects 

equivalent to a word complex, a combination of words built up on the 

basis of a particular logical relation. He called it is a group and he 

divided into three main classes of group: nominal group, verbal group 

and adverbial group; along with a brief reference to preposition and 

conjunction groups. 

 This thesis is concerned with the last metafunction: clause 

as message and the logical component: nominal group. Appreciation 

in the thesis’s literature review is seen as a message and nominal 

group. 

  2.2.3.1. Clause as Message 

 Clause as message is defined a clause which has meaning as a 

message, a quantum of information by Halliday (2004, p.58). He also 

claims in all languages the clause has the character of a message: it 

has some form of organization giving it the status of a communicative 

event, but there are different ways in which this may be achieved. In 

the clause as a message, there are theme and rheme. 

a. Theme 

 Halliday (2004, p.64) explained that Theme is the element 

which serves as the point of departure of the message; it is that which 

locates and orients the clause within its context. Additionally, he stated 

that the theme is put first.  
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b. Rheme 

 Rheme is the remainder of the message, the part in which the 

Theme is developed. He further points out that Rheme as a message 

structure.  

  2.2.3.2. Nominal group 

 A nominal group is an expansion of a noun. According to 

Halliday (2004, p.309 - 310), in interpreting group structure we have 

to split the ideational component into two: experiential and logical. 

The logical function of the Nominal Group is realized in the 

sequencing of the Head noun and Modifiers. As for the experiential 

functions, there are six experiential functions that are realized in the 

Nominal Group. These are the Deictic, the Numerative, the Epithet, 

the Classifier, the Thing and the Qualifier.  

 There are some functional elements typically distinguished: 

including Deictic, Numerative, Epithet, Classifier and Head in the 

system of nominal group. 

those two splendid old electric trains 

Deictic Numerative Epithet1 Epithet2 Classifier Thing 

determiner numeral adjective adjective adjective noun 

Figure 2.4 Experiential Structure of Part of a Nominal Group (Halliday, 

2004, p.312) 

2.3. SUMMARY 

 In summary, this chapter has mentioned the previous studies 

relating to this study. It has also presented in view of appraisal theory 

and functional grammar. All these theories serve as a background of 

the study and will all be the foundation for analysis in the following 

chapters. 
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CHAPTER 3 

RESEARCH METHODS 

 

3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN 

 This study is designed in a combination of both qualitative and 

quantitative approaches employing descriptive method.  

3.2. DATA COLLECTION 

 The data in this study was collected from the website 

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/linguistics_etd/, with the site 

Linguistic and English Language Theses and Dissertations; in twenty 

literature reviews from linguistic master theses written in English from 

2016 to 2018. 

3.2.1. Sampling of the Study 

 The data consists of twenty literature reviews in which one 

hundred and seventy linguistic expressions of appreciations were 

taken out to analyze.  

3.2.2. Instruments of Data Collection 

 After collecting and investigating linguistic expressions of 

appreciation from the below website I analyzed and classified them in 

terms of syntactic and semantic features.  

3.2.3. Procedures of Data Collection 

3.3. DATA ANALYSIS 

 On the basis of 170 English samples are gathered, the linguistic 

expressions were analyzed in terms of these following aspects: 

  Syntactic features of Appreciation in the view of Functional 

Grammar. 

 Semantic features of Appreciation in the view of Appraisal 

Theory. 

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/linguistics_etd/
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3.4. RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY 

 In this study, the research focuses only on the syntactic and 

semantic features of linguistic expressions of Appreciation in terms of 

Appraisal framework of Literature reviews as representation, and then 

other linguistic features or different kinds of text/ writings and 

processes are not investigated. 

 The data was systematically collected and extracted from the 

website https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/linguistics_etd/ with the site 

Linguistics and English Language Theses and Dissertations with one 

hundred and seventy samples.  

  All findings and results in this study, providing some theoretical 

background for examining some linguistic features, making a 

contribution to the learning and studying of English. In short, the study 

is significant not only in theory but also in actual practice. Moreover, 

it can help English learners improve better comprehending and using 

of appreciation in general and in communication. 

3.5. SUMMARY 

 This chapter presents research methodology and the ways to get 

samples, comprising how to collect samples, instrumentation and 

procedure of data collection. In addition, the ways to analyze data as 

well as reliability and validity of the thesis are also mentioned in 

chapter Three. This chapter shows in detail necessary preparations for 

further findings and discussion in chapter Four. Hopefully, the study 

will bring beneficial results which support the process of language 

learning, teaching and studying. 

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/linguistics_etd/
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CHAPTER 4 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
4.1. SYNTACTIC FEATURES OF LINGUISTIC 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION USED IN 

LITERATURE REVIEW OF THESES IN VIEW OF 

FUNCTIONAL GRAMMAR 

4.1.1. Appreciation in Literature reviews of linguistic 

master theses written in English as Clause as Message 

 The appreciation in Literature reviews is organized in Theme 

and Rheme. Theme is the part starting from the beginning of the clause. 

The remainder of the message, the part in which the theme is 

developed is called Rheme (Halliday, 2004).  

  4.1.1.1. Appreciation in Simple sentences starting with ‘It’ 

 The appreciation in Literature review is organized in Theme and 

Rheme. Theme is put first. Rheme is the rest of the clause, give ‘new 

information’ which is the main part of the message, usually comes at 

the end of the clause or sentence. 

 Obviously, personal pronoun ‘It’ in these sentences is theme for 

showing authors’/ writers’ appreciative viewpoint about topic in 

literature reviews in theses written in English, which makes it possible 

for readers to make up in their mind what is mentioned. Therefore, in 

a declarative sentence, theme is coincided with the subject and we 

have unmarked theme.    

  4.1.1.2. Appreciation in Simple Sentences 

 Appreciation is used in form of a complete simple sentence. A 

simple sentence must have only one independent clause that has a 

subject and a verb and expresses a complete thought.  

  



 15 

(16) 

These 

multiword 

items 

cover a substantial portion of 

the English language. [61] 

(19) 
Vai and 

Sosulski  

outline necessary aspects of 

online course design. 
[100] 

(20) 

Horwitz  provides a nice summation of 

these studies and their 

results. 

[133] 

 Subject Predicate 

 Theme Rheme 

 
Figure 4.6 Appreciation in Simple sentences 

  4.1.1.3. Appreciation in Complex Sentences 

 A complex sentence contains an independent clause and at least 

one dependent clause.  

Specifically, many 

types of 

variation 

occur  which create difficulties for 

both the corpus 

researchers and the 

language learners. 

Adjunct Theme Rheme Theme Rheme 

Adjunct Theme Rheme 

Figure 4.9 Appreciation in Complex sentence 

 As can be seen from the above Figures 4.9; appreciation in 

example (22) difficulties is a plural noun. Even their positions or 

patterns, appreciations all aim to show writers’ appreciating view. 

Second, such these clauses may have more than one Theme or Rheme.  

  4.1.1.4. Appreciation in Compound Sentences 
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 A compound sentence has at least two independent clauses that 

have related ideas. 

 By analyzing, the example sentences embrace more than one 

theme or rheme and appreciation can be located in themes or rhemes, 

or even in both of them in just one compound sentence. As clause as 

message, in Theme – Rheme structure, writers use linguistic 

expressions, put at Theme or Rheme, all help readers concentrate on, 

receive message and understand clearly the message.  

  4.1.1.5. Appreciation in Compound - Complex 

Sentences 

 In contrast to compound sentences, a compound-complex 

sentence has at least two independent clauses and at least one 

dependent clause 

Better 

equipped  

with technology and a 

larger, more modern 

corpus of academic 

materials, 

Coxhead was 

able to 

create  

an 

academic 

word list 

Rheme Theme Rheme 

Theme 

 

that was  more representative of actual academic text. 

Theme Rheme 

Rheme 

Figure 4.18 Appreciation in Compound-complex sentence 

 Example (31), appreciation expressions are put in both theme 

and rheme “better equipped”, “a larger more modern corpus” in 

theme, “more representative” in rheme. This helps author/writer show 
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his or her appreciation’s viewpoint clearly. One special thing is that 

all three appreciation expressions in example (31), author/writer use 

the comparative of adjectives so as to give a more accurate viewpoint 

to readers.  

4.1.2. Appreciation in Literature reviews of linguistic 

master theses written in English as Nominal Group 

  4.1.2.1. Appreciation in experiential structure of 

Nominal Group: Epithet, Thing 

 Reading various reviews of literature, we can find that 

writers/authors usually use appreciations to show their appreciative 

viewpoint about previous researches. They mentioned in the literature 

review of their theses to express their idea or comment, for example: 

‘significant effects’, ‘mixed results’. In this section, we consider these 

structures as experiential structures of a nominal group.  

  4.1.2.2. Appreciation in experiential structure of 

Nominal Group: Deictic, Epithet, Thing 

 In some cases, appreciations in literature reviews from English 

language theses are also presented in experiential structure of Nominal 

group with the class: “Numerative + Epithet + Thing” together with 

the same arrangement of word order consisting of numerative as 

numeral, epithet as adjective or noun, and thing as noun.  

  4.1.2.3. Appreciation in experiential structure of 

Nominal Group: Deictic, Epithet, Classifier, and Thing 

 In this part, they realized these functions are as “Deictic + 

Epithet + Classifier + Thing”. Moreover, in the below sentences, 

there might be two or more epithets in the appreciation in the literature 

review of English linguistic master theses. In these structures, authors/ 
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writers tend to express their opinion more obviously when they give 

appreciative viewpoint about prior studies.  

 Using two or more epithets as adjective, authors may have an 

intention of emphasizing the thing or message they want to share. It 

can be more effective to express their feeling or their opinion about 

the thing. Likewise, in English, two epithets still stand before thing. 

 Besides, there are some cases of appreciation as Nominal 

groups; epithet can be a verb, not really an adjective. In English, verbs 

function in nominal group in one of two forms: V-ing and V-ed. 

(102) a promising mediating formula [37] 

(103) a  determining factor [107] 

(104) a large-scale stratified survey [119] 

(105) a  balanced overview [120] 

(106) a widely known paper [145] 

 Deictic Epithet Thing  

 determiner adjective/ 

adverb/ 

present/past 

participle 

present/past 

participle 

substitute  

Figure 4.26 Appreciation in experiential structure of Nominal 

Group: Epithet as verb function 

4.1.3. Summary  

 As clause as message, appreciation is composed of Theme and 

Rheme, which can be found in the clausal structure, in all four types 

of complete sentences, including simple sentences, complex 

sentences, compound sentences and compound-complex sentences.  
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4.2. SEMANTIC FEATURES OF LINGUISTIC EXPRESSIONS 

OF APPRECIATION USED IN LITERATURE REVIEW OF 

THESES IN VIEW OF APPRAISAL THEORY 

4.2.1. The reaction meaning of appreciation in Literature 

reviews of linguistic master theses written in English  

 In subtype ‘Reaction’, Martin & White (2005, p.169) divided 

into Impact and Quality. 

  4.2.1.1 Reaction: Impact 

 Identified by the question “Did it grab me?”, the reaction-

impact appreciation is related to the way we look at the entities, 

processes that may have a remarkable influence on our feeling, 

thinking and accordingly our appreciation towards these, and also 

deals with the degree of the impact (e.g. boring, tremendous,…). The 

examples below are collected from literature reviews of linguistic 

theses in both positive and negative sides of reaction-impact.  

  4.2.1.2 Reaction: Quality 

 The reaction-quality deals with the quality of something (e.g. 

good, lovely). This second type of Reaction Appreciation is identified 

by the question “Did I like it?”. Let’s see examples listed below. 

 The semantic roles of appreciation in the above examples are 

identified by epithets having sense of positive and negative reaction-

quality appreciation. Only the appreciation in (117) expresses negative 

meaning due to “not” put before “perfect”, and appreciation perfect 

influences solution. The other appreciations carry the positive 

meaning. The appreciation better affects indication in example (118). 

The appreciation best affects attempt in example (119). The 

appreciation better affects future in example (120). In (121), 

appreciation better affects measure.   
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4.2.2. The composition meaning of appreciation in 

Literature reviews of linguistic master theses written in English 

  4.2.2.1 Composition: Balance 

 The composition-balance appreciation is related to the way we 

evaluate the performance or the formation in terms of its balanced or 

unbalanced. We often identify this kind of composition through the 

question “Did I like it ?”. 

 One coincident thing is all four C-B appreciations above carry 

positive meaning although composition-balance still convey positive 

or negative meaning. In (125), appreciation inclusive influences 

criteria. In (126), appreciation balanced and appreciation reliable 

influence monitor. In (127), appreciation moderate influences 

correlation. In (128), appreciation balanced influences overview.  

  4.2.2.2 Composition: Complexity 

 Under composition, another type of appreciation is 

composition-complexity. Complexity can be identified by the 

question “was it hard to me?”. It describes the texture of a work in 

terms of complexity. 

 The appreciation in (136) carries the negative meaning while 

appreciation in examples (129), (130), (131), (132), (133), (134), 

(136), (137) and carry the positive meaning. In (135), appreciation 

unclear influences what circumstances and what extent rater’s 

familiarity. In (129), appreciation holistic influences explanation. In 

(130), (133), appreciation complex influences study and process, 

respectively. In (132), appreciation simple influences endeavor. In 

(134), appreciation close influences observation. In (135), 

appreciation clear influences difference. In (137), appreciation mixed 

influences results. In (138), appreciation precise influences view. 
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Authors/ writers also add adverbs ‘rather’ and ‘quite’ before 

“complex”, or comparative determiner ‘more’ with “precise” to show 

their attitude about something in literature reviews.  

4.2.3. The valuation meaning of appreciation in Literature 

reviews of linguistic master theses written in English 

 The last type of appreciation is valuation. It can be identified by 

the question ‘was it worthwhile?’. Valuation describes the texture of 

work in terms of its cognition in such positive meaning or negative 

meaning. 

4.3. SUMMARY   

 In given field, in this study is in literature reviews, appreciation 

involves positive or negative evaluations of text, process and natural 

phenomena, according to the ways in which they are valued or not. 

Appreciation comprises three sub-categories which are reaction, 

composition and valuation. In terms of reaction, there are two sub-

types: reaction-impact and reaction-quality. With composition, there 

are composition- balanced and composition-complexity. 

Authors/writers use appreciations to show sense of basic semantic 

roles about their opinion, their viewpoint, their comments, which can 

be advantaged or disadvantaged about previous studies such as results 

of the study, corpora, method investigation, data, overview, similar of 

difference between theses etc.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 

5.1. CONCLUSIONS 

 In this thesis, linguistic expressions were taken from Literature 

reviews of master theses on Language Studies written in English in terms 

of Appreciation – the language of evaluation, the last sub-category of 

Attitude in the Appraisal framework. Appreciation targets things, whether 

concrete or abstract, material or semiotic (Martin & White, 2005, p.59). 

Particularly, the syntactic realization of appreciation was made in 

reference to the Functional Grammar framework in terms of Clause as 

message. Semantically, appreciation will be examined with Appraisal 

framework such as, reaction-quality, valuation.  

 To deal with the research questions put forward, I used a 

descriptive framework through referring to Martin’s Appraisal theory 

(2000), Martin & Rose (2003), Martin & White (2005) and Halliday’s 

Functional Grammar (2004). And the analysis of 170 samples of 

linguistic expressions made considerable results: 

 Syntactically, in the light of Functional Grammar with the 

appreciative language of linguistic expressions used in literature 

reviews of linguistic master theses written in English were described 

and examined in Theme and Rheme in the light of Clause as Message 

in form of Simple sentences, Complex sentences, Compound 

sentences, and Compound - complex sentences and nominal groups. 

By analyzing and summarizing, we can see that simple sentences and 

complex sentences are the most typical structures in English language 

theses’ literature reviews. In theme, appreciation can be formed as 

noun phrases, or adverbial phrases. Appreciation can also be found in 

both Theme and Rheme. In literature review in linguistic and English 

language studies theses, appreciation is appeared in Rheme more than 

theme. Nominal group are also used most than others by authors or 
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writers. The epithet is a useful tool for authors/ writers to emphasize 

their appreciative viewpoints about previous studies. 

 Semantic features of appreciation in view of Appraisal theory, 

the study is cleared through three sub-types of Appreciation, the last 

sub-category of Attitude, comprises Reaction with Impact and 

Quality, Composition with Balance and Complexity, and Valuation. 

When showing their comments in advantages or disadvantages about 

previous studies or theses, writers use appreciations most 

appropriately, most of adjectives in noun phrases, so that 

authors/writers can help readers learn, inherit and promote from 

studies and investigations. As a result, appreciations convey positive 

or negative meaning. 

 In conclusion, this study presents substantial findings that help 

language learners understand more clearly the meaning and 

motivation for using linguistic expressions to express the author’s 

appreciation in Literature review.  

5.2. IMPLICATIONS 

 In this thesis, the findings provide the language learners both 

syntactic and semantic knowledge of comprehending and using 

appreciation effectively. Based on the findings from the study, 

language learners can understand the nature of the appreciation in use. 

It can help the learners master the different elements in function and 

distinctive features of appreciation in order to contribute to 

communicative ability efficiently and valuate the beauty of language 

with its diversity and variety. 

5.2.1. To the Learners 

 The final objective of learning a foreign language is that 

learners can understand and communicate their own opinion in their 

daily life. Many learners might have difficulty in understanding 

content and structures of appreciation. With the same English 

language learners’ objective, he or she wants to give any comments or 
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appreciation about a problem, a story, a process, a tv program, a thesis, 

etc. in his or her daily life, and moreover academically, English 

language students usually read and learn about master theses in 

linguistics. Acquiring appreciation well is not simple and easy. This 

thesis helps language learners not only have more detail and clearer 

look about appreciation also better knowledge of understanding 

appreciation that speakers/ authors/ writers use to express their 

opinion, their attitude, their feeling in using appreciation. This means 

that language learners need to focus on types of appreciation including 

reaction, composition and valuation and how to distinguish them. 

Additionally, there are various things learners need to pay attention 

carefully, such as theme-rheme, nominal groups with epithet together 

with thing, deictic, classifier, etc. in particular contexts.  

5.2.2. To the Teachers   

 This study helps teachers have more knowledge of 

appreciation in terms of Appraisal theory, which has been taken into 

account in teaching and learning in a few years. Appraisal theory is 

not a new topic in learning and teaching English but it is unpopular or 

unfamiliar with students, learners. There will be various confusing 

things and many questions which are created when students learn 

about Appraisal framework.   

 As a result, this study may be expected to be a useful tool for 

both teachers and learners in academic field.  

5.3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

 The first disadvantage is not having more data to have a more 

effective, deeper and more exactly of linguistic expressions in 

Literature review from language master theses. I only pick 170 

samples from 20 theses of Brigham Young University linguistic 

master theses from 2016 to 2018. 

 Moreover, the study only stops investigating appreciation in 

terms of semantic and syntactic features, lack of pragmatic feature. 
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 Finally, I hope to contribute useful knowledge to teachers and 

learners, but it has not reached our expectation as it should. 

5.4. SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

 Though the findings are helpful in some ways as indicated, it 

is essential to continue the study and investigation of Appreciation in 

the future. The fact that this study only focuses on semantics and 

syntax of appreciation through using linguistic expressions to show 

the writers/ authors’ appreciative viewpoint in Literature review of 

theses written in English in the light of Appraisal theory. Therefore, 

on the basic of what the study has done, the followings need to be 

researched further: 

- An Investigation into the Language of Appreciation in 

Literature review of Theses on Language Studies in English and 

Vietnamese. 

 

 

 


